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Sharp elbows: Shoppers 
scuffle in US 


NEW YORK (AP) — A shop¬ 
per in Los Angeles pepper- 
sprayed her competition 
for on Xbox and scuffles 
broke out elsewhere 
around the U.S. os bargain- 
hunters crowded malls and 
megasfores in an earlier- 
fhan-usual start to the mad¬ 
ness known as Black Friday, 
the day that marks the start 
of holiday shopping. 

For the first time, chains 
such as Target, Best Buy 
and Kohl's opened their 
doors at midnight on the 
most anticipated shopping 


day of the year. Toys R Us 
opened for the second 
straight year on Thanksgiv¬ 
ing itself, the traditional 
harvest holiday. And some 
shoppers arrived with sharp 
elbows. 

On Thanksgiving night, a 
Walmart in Los Angeles 
brought out a crate of dis¬ 
counted Xboxes, and as a 
crowd waited for the video 
game players to be un¬ 
wrapped, a woman fired 
pepper spray at the other 
shoppers “in order to get 
an advantage,” police 
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Target customer Nancy, last name not given, waits with televi¬ 
sions purchased at a Target Store in Colma, Calif., Friday, Nov. 
25, 2011. The American holiday shopping season began in ear¬ 
nest Friday as stores opened their doors at midnight, a few hours 
earlier than they normally do on the most anticipated shopping 
day of the year. 

(AP Photo/Jeff Chiu) 


said. 

Ten people suffered cuts 
and bruises in the chaos, 
and 10 others had minor 
injuries from the spray, au¬ 
thorities said. The woman 
got away in the confusion, 
and it was not immediately 
clear whether she got an 
Xbox. Protests were held 
Friday in places like Chica¬ 
go and Washington to get 
people to reconsider shop¬ 
ping at national chains on 
what is known as Black Fri¬ 
day, so called because of 
the accounting practice 
of recording losses in red 
and profits in black. Protest¬ 
ers say the shops' earlier 
opening hours have ruined 
the Thanksgiving holiday, 
which is meant to bring 
families together. 

On Friday morning, police 
said, two women were 
injured and a man was 


charged after a fight broke 
out at an upstate New 
York Walmart. And a man 
was arrested in a scuffle 
at a jewelry counter at a 
Walmart in Kissimmee, Flor¬ 
ida. Wal-Mart, the nation's 
biggest retailer, has taken 
steps in recent years to con¬ 
trol its Black Friday crowds 
following the 2008 death of 
one of its workers in a stam¬ 
pede of shoppers. This year, 
it staggered its door-buster 
deals instead of offering 
them all at once. 

Wal-Mart spokesman Greg 
Rossiter said Black Friday 
was safe at most of its 
nearly 4,000 U.S., but there 
were “a few unfortunate 
incidents.” The incidents 
were attributed to two con¬ 
verging Black Friday trends: 
Crowds are getting bigger 
as stores open earlier and 
stay open later.Q 
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Many stay skeptical in Moroccan parliamentary vote 


SOUAD MEKHENNET 
MAIA DE LA BAUME 
© 2011 New York Times 
CASABLANCA, Moroc¬ 
co - Yossine Bousolim, a 
26-year-olcl chef from fhe 
poor neighborhood of 
Derb Sulfan, where linger¬ 
ing smells of garbage fill 
fhe air, wafched vofers 
come and go Friday from 
fhe polling sfation across 
fhe sfreet, with an air of dis¬ 
gusted detachment. 

“I won’t go and vote," he 
said. “I just don't think any¬ 
thing will come out of this." 
Bousalim is among fhe 
many young and disen¬ 
chanted Moroccans who 
chose not to vote in their 
country’s first parliamenta¬ 
ry elections since the pas¬ 
sage of a new constitution 
last year. That document, 
an effort by King Moham¬ 
med VI to respond to local 
and regional unrest dur¬ 
ing the Arab Spring, was 
approved in July. It gives 
more powers to Parliament 
and the prime minister, but 


preserves most of the king’s 
prerogatives, including ab¬ 
solute control over military 
and religious issues. 
“Corruption is too big,” said 
Bousalim, one of about 57 
percent of the 13.5 mil¬ 
lion eligible voters younger 
than 35. “Each time we are 
confronted to an institution, 
we want to be treated with 
respect,” he said. 

Results are expected Satur¬ 
day. 

In contrast to Tunisia, where 
millions flooded to the polls 
to vote last month on the 
first free elections after the 
overthrow of President Zine 
El Abidine Ben Ali, the turn¬ 
out in Morocco is expected 
to be lower. 

Still, this election is being 
watched closely as a sig¬ 
nificant and calibrated 
step toward democracy. 
The Tunisian elections were 
won by the main Islamist 
party, Ennahda. 

The Interior Ministry said by 
5 p.m., two hours before 
polls closed, about 34 per¬ 



AAoroccan Finance Minister 
Salaheddine Mezouar arrives 
at his polling station in the at- 
fluent Rabat neighborhood of 
Souissi flanked by his daugh¬ 
ter Sarah and wite Karima Fri¬ 
day Nov, 25 2011. Moroccans 
voted Friday in parliamentary 
elections brought forward as 
part of the king’s package of 
reforms to respond to the Arab 
Spring. 

(AP Photo/Paul Schemm) 


cent of registered voters 
had cast ballots. 

But the change here may 
still be significant. The Is¬ 
lamist Justice and Develop¬ 
ment Party (PJD) is expect¬ 
ed to do well, it could even 
become the country’s larg¬ 
est party and, in a coalition 
government, provide the 
next prime minister, who 
will have the power to ap¬ 
point ministers and dissolve 
Parliament. 

“We believe that we will be 
the No. 1 party,” said Ab- 
delilah Benkirane, the PJD’s 
general-secretary in an 
interview. “Therefore the 
prime minister will be from 
our party,” he said. 

The PJD was founded in 
1998 and is the largest 
opposition party, with 47 
seats in Parliament. It has 
broadly appealed to Mo¬ 
rocco’s large numbers of 
poor voters by focusing on 
economic and social is¬ 
sues. It has paid attention 
to the success in Turkey of 
the governing AK Party, 


which has fused religion 
and modern politics. 

“They want the best for the 
country,” said Iman Baje- 
bour, 20, who took a break 
from her work as a nurse to 
cast a ballot for the PJD in 
Derb Gharaf, a poor neigh¬ 
borhood in Casablanca. 
“From my prospective, the 
PJD will fight corruption,” 
she said. 

But some Moroccans are 
nervous that the party 
would back anti-Western 
policies if brought to power. 
Last week, the French-lan¬ 
guage weekly “Tel Quel” 
splashed the headline, 
“Morocco will be Islamist,” 
across its cover. 

Other main contenders out 
of the many parties seek¬ 
ing seats include the Party 
of Authenticity and Moder¬ 
nity (PAM), created in 2009 
out of several smaller par¬ 
ties by a close friend of the 
king, and Istiqial, the histor¬ 
ic party of independence, 
founded in 1944, and cur¬ 
rently in power.Q 
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Occupy LA stands out for camp-city cooperation 



Occupy protestor Emer McKenna, 28, of Vermont, leans on the barricades before a march Friday, 
Nov. 25, 2011. 

(AP Photo/John Minchillo) 


CHRISTINA HOAG 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — When 
Occupy LA demonstra¬ 
tors recently proclaimed 
o downtown intersec¬ 
tion “our street,” police 
watched as annoyed driv¬ 
ers honked horns and tried 
to maneuver around gyrat¬ 
ing protesters. Otficers only 
moved in after the third 
intersection takeover — 
telling protesters they had 
to quit or face arrest. The 
activists turned around and 
marched back to camp 
chanting slogans. 

That hasn't happened in 
some other American cities 
and may not have been 
possible in Los Angeles that 
long ago. 

Occupy LA, a 485-tent 
camp surrounding City Hall, 
has marched to a different 
beat in its drum circle af¬ 
ter protesters, police and 
city officials established a 
relationship based on dia¬ 
logues instead of dictates. 
As camps in other cities de¬ 
generated into unrest that 
led to mass arrests. Occupy 
LA has remained largely a 
peaceful commune. Po¬ 
lice arrive on site only when 
called in to investigate pet¬ 
ty crimes. Marches have 
resulted in only about five 
spontaneous arrests — the 
other 70 or so involved pro¬ 


testers who deliberately 
got arrested to make a po¬ 
litical statement. 

City leaders are now hop¬ 
ing that peace can with¬ 
stand what could be its big¬ 
gest test. The city has given 
campers a 12:01 a.m. (0801 
GMT) Monday to clear out 
of the park. Mayor Antonio 
Villaraigosa said at a Friday 
afternoon news confer¬ 
ence. 

“We've decided to do 
things differently here in Los 
Angeles. We've not stared 


each other down across 
barricades and barbed 
wire," the mayor said at the 
City Hall news conference. 
“From the start we've talk¬ 
ed to one another and 
we've listened to each 
other. I trust that we can 
manage the closure of City 
Hall Park in the same spirit 
of cooperation.” 

The announcement and 
the advance warning 
stand in stark contrast to 
middle-of-the-night police 
raids used in other cities. 


“Los Angeles has had a real 
history of heavy-handed 
tactics with police," said 
Richard Weinblatt, a police 
procedures expert and for¬ 
mer police chief. “They’re 
taking a very good ap¬ 
proach with this. It's a good 
political sign.” 

The hands-off strategy per¬ 
haps underscores the liber¬ 
al leanings of a city that has 
often been known for coun¬ 
terculture movements. But 
it marks a departure for a 
police force still striving to 


emerge from the shadow 
of the 1991 beating of Rod¬ 
ney King, the Rampart cor¬ 
ruption scandal of the late 
‘90s, and more recently, 
the 2007 crackdown at an 
immigrants rights rally in 
which demonstrators and 
reporters were injured with 
batons and rubber bullets. 
This time, even before the 
first tent was set up on the 
City Hall lawn, Jim Lafferty, 
a lawyer who has been 
representing Occupy LA, 
said Police Chief Charlie 
Beck assured him protesters 
would be left alone if they 
remained peaceful. Beck 
promised no surprise raids 
would be carried out, said 
Lafferty, executive direc¬ 
tor of the National Lawyers 
Guild's Los Angeles chap¬ 
ter. 

Elected city leaders initial¬ 
ly embraced the camp¬ 
ers. Villaraigosa handed 
out plastic ponchos one 
rainy day. The City Council 
passed a resolution to sup¬ 
port Occupy LA. Officials 
found an alternate site for 
a farmers market that the 
camp displaced. 

Protesters have done 
their part to cooperate. 
They’ve readily complied 
with health inspectors' de¬ 
mands for more portable 
toilets, trash pickup and 
food sanitation. □ 
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New bodies could bring US Craigsllst toll to 3 


ANDREW HUGGINS 
THOMAS J. SHEERAN 
Associated Press 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 

The discoveries of two new 
bodies could bring to three 
the death toll from a Craig- 
slist ad that police say lured 
victims into a lethal robbery 
scheme. 

A body found Friday in a 
shallow grave near a mall 
in Akron may be that of a 
missing man who answered 
the ad, the FBI said. And 
a sheriff in a rural county 
said later in the day that 
the body of a white male 
without identification was 
faund in a shallow grave 
about 90 miles away. 

The FBI is warking on the 
supposition that the body 
found nearthe Rolling Acres 
shopping mall in Akron may 
be that of 47-year-old Timo¬ 
thy Kern, who hasn’t been 
seen in more than a week, 
agency spokeswoman 
Vicki Andersen said. 

“Da we think it might be? 


Maybe," Anderson said. 
“He's missing. We haven’t 
been able to find him. It 
could possibly be, but we 
just don’t know that yet." 
Andersen declined tc 
specify hew autharities dis¬ 
covered the body. 

Kern, of Massillon, an¬ 
swered the same ad for 
a form hand that authori¬ 
ties say led to the shooting 
death of Norfolk, Va., resi¬ 
dent David Pauley, 51, in a 
rural area south of Akron. 
Noble County Sheriff Steve 
Hannum is under a judge’s 
gag order and can’t cam- 
ment an the case, but 
the title of his emailed an- 
nauncement late Friday — 
“second body” — implied 
the discovery was cannect- 
ed with Pauley’s death. 
Neighbors where Pauley’s 
body was found last week 
and the second body was 
found Friday said police 
had been in the area and a 
helicopter had been over¬ 
head mast at the day but 


Ohio gun-buyer background 
checks missing data: Report 

Steve Bennish 
Tiffany Y. Latta 
© 2011 Cox Newspapers 

DAYTON, Ohio -- Ohio screens out mentally ill people who 
try to buy firearms, but the state isn’t reporting all known 
drug abusers to a national system that could prevent 
them from buying guns, a first-of-its-kind survey of 50 states 
found. 

Mayors Against Illegal Guns said in its report "Fatal Gaps” 
that federal agencies and states in same cases ignore 
federal law and fail ta repart records about potentially 
dangeraus people to the National Instant Criminal Back¬ 
ground Check System, or NICS. 

Analysis of FBI data showed that millians of records of se¬ 
riously mentally ill people and drug abusers are missing 
from the NICS database because of lax and inconsistent 
reporting among the states. 

Mayors, including leaders from Dayton, Riverside and 
Brookville, are advocates for tougher federal, state and 
local legislation against illegal firearm sales and owner¬ 
ship. 

Ohio has identified 26,876 mental health cases and for¬ 
warded those since the state passed a law in 2004. But 23 
states and the District of Columbia have submitted fewer 
than 100 mental health records to the federal database. 
Seventeen states submitted fewer than 10 mental health 
records, and four states haven’t submitted any records. 
Substance abuse records also are underreported na¬ 
tionwide, and while many Ohio drug abusers show up in 
NICS when arrested and convicted, others fall through the 
cracks. 

Ohio Attorney General’s Office spokesman Dan Tier¬ 
ney said the state updates arrests and convictians daily 
thraugh the Bureau of Criminal Identification and Inves¬ 
tigation. State law, however, lacks a provision for report¬ 
ing all knawn drug abusers to the federal database, he 
added. □ 



This is an undated hand out 
photo ot Timothy Kern of Mas¬ 
sillon, Ohio provided by the 
FBI. Kern, missing since Nov. 
13, interviewed for a Craigslist 
help-wanted ad that police 
say was actually a deadly 
robbery scheme that lured 
people to a nonexistent farm 
job in southern Ohio, accord¬ 
ing to the man's father, who 
called the outlook for his son 
“pretty grim.” 

(AP Photo/The FBI) 

the scene was quiet late in 
the day. 

Two people from the Ak¬ 
ron area are in custody: a 
high school student who 
has been charged with 


attempted murder and 
52-year-old Richard Beas¬ 
ley, who is in jail on unrelat¬ 
ed charges. 

Beasley’s mother has said 
he has “a very caring 
heart" and she prays that 
newspaper reports he is a 
suspect are wrang. 

FBI agents have contacted 
pecpie tc check on their 
well-being, FBI spokesman 
Harry Trombitas said Friday 
in an email. 

One was Heather Tuttle, of 
Ravenna, who applied for 
the job Oct. 7 but never got 
a response. 

She had forgotten about 
the posting until an FBI 
agent called and left a 
message for her Monday. 
When she called back, she 
was stunned at what the 
agent told her. 

“It could have been me,” 
said Tuttle, 27, who has 
since taken work as an as¬ 
sistant manager at a gas 
staticn. 

“When the situaticn was ex¬ 
plained tc me, it just instant¬ 


ly made me sick and made 
me realize how lucky I am 
that I didn’t get a response 
back," she said. 

Another man who respond¬ 
ed to the ad has said he 
met Beasley at a food court 
at a different mall in the Ak- 
ren area cn Oct. 10. Ron 
Sanson was tcid the man 
was locking for an cider, 
single or divorced person 
to watch over a 688-acre 
(280-hectare) farm in south¬ 
east Ohio — the kind of 
man, Sanson said, whose 
disappearance might not 
be quickly noticed. 

Sanson and Kern are both 
divorced. So was Pauley. 
Sansen, 58, said he filled 
out an application and 
talked far ebeut 20 min¬ 
utes with Beasley about a 
$300-a-week job oversee¬ 
ing a swath of land a mile 
from the nearest neighbor 
and living rent-free in a 
two-bedroom trailer with 
opportunities to hunt and 
fish and free access to ATVs 
and snewmebiles. □ 
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Ex-FBI chief named trustee 
In MF Global bankruptcy 


NEW YORK (AP) — Former 
FBI Director Louis J. Freeh 
has been tapped to be 
the trustee for MF Global's 
bankruptcy case. 

The U.S. Trustee for fhe 
New York region requesfed 
court approval for the ap¬ 
pointment, according to 
documents filed Friday. 

MF Global and a commit¬ 
tee of its creditors asked 
the court on Monday for 
permission to name a trust¬ 
ee so that the company 
con get a binding commit¬ 
ment for financing while it 
is in bankruptcy and help it 
recover any funds left over 
after its customers ore paid 
back. 

U.S. Bankruptcy Court 



The U.S. Trustee for the New 
York region requested court 
approval for the appointment, 
according to documents filed 
Friday. 

Judge Martin Glenn in New 
York granted the motion 
the next day and ordered 
U.S. Trustee Tracy Hope Da¬ 


vis to appoint a trustee for 
the cose. 

Davis selected Freeh, a 
former federal judge who 
served as director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investi¬ 
gation from 1993 through 
2001. 

Freeh is now chairman of 
Freeh Group International 
Solutions LLC, a global risk- 
management firm. 

Freeh must obtain a bond 
of no less than $26 million 
os port of his appointment, 
according to a separate 
court filing on Friday. 

MF Global collapsed after 
making a disastrous bet on 
European debt. 

It filed for U.S. bankruptcy 
protection on Oct. 31. The 
company also is being in¬ 
vestigated by regulators 
and the FBI over whether 
it violated securities and 
criminal lows. 

Freeh would be charged 
with reorganizing or liqui¬ 
dating MF Global’s assets 
for the benefit of the com¬ 
pany’s estates, creditors 
and other stakeholders. 

In its motion asking for the 
appointment of a trustee, 
MG Global said that a 
trustee would be best po¬ 
sitioned to coordinate and 
manage requests from 
regulators and investiga¬ 
tors looking into the com¬ 
pany’s dealings and would 
be able to arrange for the 
prompt return of funds that 
“rightfully belong to the 
debtors.” 

The company noted it 
hasn’t been able to get 
a binding commitment 
for debtor-in-possession 
financing, but its lend¬ 
ers hove agreed to moke 
about $26 million in cash 
collateral available to the 
company once a suitable 
trustee is appointed, ac¬ 
cording to the filing.Q 
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New Hampshire city iooks to 
'hait refugee resettiements 


ABBY GOODNOUGH 
© 2011 New York Times 
MANCHESTER, N.H. - This 
city has long been a re¬ 
settlement site for refugees, 
sent here by the State De¬ 
partment for a chance 
at a better life. More than 
60 languages ore spoken 
in the school system, with 
Somalis, Sudanese, Iraqis 
and other recent arrivals 
mixing with children whose 
ancestors came from Que¬ 
bec to work in the mighty 
textile mills along the Mer¬ 
rimack River. But this year, 
after decades of taking 
in refugees, Manchester 
said, “Enough.” In a highly 
unusual move. Mayor Ted 
Gatsas and the city’s Board 
of Aldermen asked the 
State Department in July to 
halt resettlements here for 
now. A tide of more than 
2,100 refugees over the last 
decade - most recently, 
Bhutanese families coming 
from camps in Nepal - has 
been more than the city 
of 109,500 can assure jobs 
and decent housing for, 
Gatsas said. 

“We’re just saying, let us 
catch our breath,” he said 
last week in an interview at 
City Hall. “This is about giv¬ 
ing people the opportunity 
for a better life, and until I 
can get that person work¬ 
ing and gainfully employed 
and getting to learn the 
language, I can’t do that.” 
The mayor, a Republican 
who just won a second 
term, says he has nothing 
against refugees. His prob¬ 
lem is with the International 
Institute of New England, 
a nonprofit agency based 
in Boston that brings them 
to Manchester and helps 
them adjust for several 
months, providing cash 
and other assistance. 
Gatsas, a former business¬ 
man whose grandfather 
immigrated here from 
Greece a century ago, said 


the institute had consistent¬ 
ly refused to seek the city’s 
advice, most recently on its 
plan to bring 300 more refu¬ 
gees to Manchester in the 
current fiscal year. 

His effort to stanch the 
flow of newcomers from 
other countries is different, 
of course, from the battles 
raging against illegal im¬ 
migration in other corners 
of the nation. Refugees 
come here legally, through 
a carefully planned pro¬ 
cess that brings them from 
hard-luck camps in some 
of the world’s most trou¬ 
bled regions to some 200 
cities and towns where lo¬ 
cal nonprofit groups help 
them settle. Two other cities 
have restrictions in place, 
according to the State De¬ 
partment: Detroit, where 
refugees can be resettled 
only if they have friends or 
family there already, and 
Fort Wayne, Ind., where 
only refugees with close 
relatives there can go. But 
while others have raised 
concerns about resettle¬ 
ment during the econom¬ 
ic downturn, none have 
asked to stop it altogether, 
said Larry Bartlett, director 
of the State Department’s 
Office of Refugee Admis¬ 
sions. “It’s very rare,” Bartlett 
said of Manchester’s re¬ 
quest. “Despite the chal¬ 
lenges that accompany 
refugee resettlement and 
helping people remake 
their lives, I think it’s such 
a core national value that 
communities find a way to 
continue even despite the 
poor economic times or 
other problems they may 
be experiencing.” 

For the International Insti¬ 
tute, which has been re¬ 
settling refugees in New 
Hampshire for decades, 
the moratorium request 
came as a shock, said Wil¬ 
liam J. Gillett, chairman of 
the agency’s board.Q 
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First student 
leaves Egypt 

WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

Cairo airport official soys 
fhe firsf of fhree American 
sfudenfs arresfed during 
o profesf in Cairo has leff 
Egypt. 

Luke Gates, 21, leff Cairo 
early Saturday morning on 
a flight to Frankfurt, Ger¬ 
many. 

An Egyptian court ordered 
fhe release of Gates, along 
with Derrik Sweeney and 
Gregory Porter, both 19, on 
Thursday. All were studying 
at the American University 
in Cairo. 

The three were arrested 
on the roof of a university 
building near Cairo’s iconic 
Tahrir Square on Sunday. 
Officials accused them of 
throwing firebombs at secu¬ 
rity forces fighting with pro¬ 
testers. 

The other two are expected 
to leave on separate flights 
later Saturday morning, the 
airport official said. 

He spoke on condition of 
anonymity because he was 
not authorized to brief re¬ 
porters. 

Attorney Theodore Simon, 
who represents the 19-year- 
old Porter, a student at 
Drexel University in Philadel¬ 
phia, said police escorted 
the students to the airport 
late Friday local time. 

Simon said he and Por¬ 
ter’s mother both spoke 
by phone with the student, 
who is from the Philadelphia 
suburb of Glenside. 

“He clearly conveyed to 
me ... that he was OK,” Si¬ 
mon told the AP. 

Joy Sweeney told the AP her 
son, a 19-year-old George¬ 
town University student 
from Jefferson City, Missouri, 
would fly from Frankfurt to 
Washington, then on to St. 
Louis. 

She said family will meet 
him when he arrives late 
Saturday.Q 


IRS likely not concerned 


JOE CHILDS 

© 2011 St. Petersburg Times 
FOR 40 years beginning 
in the 1950s, IRS officials 
sorted through the maze 
of corporate entities that 
compose Scientology, try¬ 
ing to make sense of the 
organization. So when the 
church made a bid in the 
early 1990s to have its tax- 
exempt status reinstated, 
the agency had questions. 
What about all those law¬ 
suits against the church, in¬ 
cluding many saying it was 
slow to refund parishioners’ 
money? If so many of Sci¬ 
entology’s staff members 
and so much of its writings 
were devoted to mak¬ 
ing money, wasn’t it really 
a business? How close is 
the relationship between 
the church and its well- 
financed membership 
group, the International As¬ 
sociation of Scientologists? 
The church answered em¬ 
phatically: 

Refunds were granted □ 
no problem. 

It wasn’t obsessed with 
making money. 

The IAS wasn’t part of the 
church, and joining it was 
voluntary. 

Scientology got its exemp¬ 
tion in 1993. But former 
church insiders told the St. 
Petersburg Times that none 
of those answers holds 
true today. Many say the 
church is still slow to grant 
refunds. And its practices 
differ from what it told the 
IRS. The church now says 
refunds are granted only 
in ’’certain circumstanc¬ 
es” and the law does not 
require they be returned 
at all. Former insiders say 
large numbers of church 
staffers are involved in rais¬ 
ing money. That’s not the 
impression the church left 
when it answered the IRS’s 
questions. For example, it 
said, only 4 percent of its 
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For 40 years beginning in the 1950s, iRS officials sorted through 
the maze of corporate entities that compose Scientology, trying 
to make sense of the organization 


staff worked in the finance 
department. 

Membership in the IAS is 
not voluntary for practic¬ 
ing Scientologists, many 
former church members 
say. Parishioners are told it 
is a necessary step toward 
the church’s upper levels of 
spiritual awareness. 

”lt was assumed and ex¬ 
pected that every person 
doing services was a mem¬ 
ber (of the IAS),” said Hy 
Levy, who worked for 16 
years as a church ’’regis¬ 
trar” in Clearwater, signing 
up parishioners for services. 
□ 



Sund 


a 


y. 


siiii!;i;i liidi.i.i; 


At Rodis-son Aruba Resort Casino & Spa 
From n :00 am to 2:00pm 

A unique brunch experience combining 

/i 

Bi 



s 




er: Pay for 3 get 4 


pecLQi 

(Four adults for the price of three) 

Kids under six are FREE 

Children 6-11 years = $12, Teen 12-1 1 years = $20 

Price: $35 p.p,+ service charge 

Seating overlooking the tropicol goiden or indoor In Ihe condiKonod dining room. 

Uve Enteflainment 


T iBI mi 

RESORXCASINO & SPA 

ReservoNons: 626 6612 orid 526 6613 
























Saturday, November 26, 2011 


moniD NEWS 



Egypt’s military under pressure from protests, US 



An Egyptian youth shows a tear gas canister used by riot po- 
iice near the Egyptian interior Ministry in downtown Cairo, 
Egypt, Friday, Nov. 25, 2011. Tens of thousands of protesters 
chanting, “Leave, ieave!” filled Cairo’s Tahrir Square in a mas¬ 
sive demonstration to force Egypt’s ruling military council to 
yield power. The Friday rally is clubbed by organizers as “The 
Last Chance Million-Man Protest,” and comes one day after 
the military offered an apology for the killing of nearly 40 pro¬ 
testers in clashes on side streets near Tahrir over the last week. 

(AP Photo/Bela Szandelszky) 


HAMZA HENDAWI 
SARAH EL DEEB 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — The U.S. in¬ 
creased pressure Friday on 
Egypt’s military rulers to hand 
over power to civilian lead¬ 
ers, and the generals turned 
to a Mubarak-era politician 
to head a new government 
in a move that tailed to sat¬ 
isfy the more than 100,000 
protesters who jammed Tah¬ 
rir Square in the biggest roily 
yet this week. 

The demonstrators rejected 
the appointment ot Kamal 
el-Ganzouri as prime minis¬ 
ter, breaking into chants of 
“Illegitimate! Illegitimate!" 
and setting up a showdown 
between the two sides only 
three days before key parlia¬ 
mentary elections. 

The size of the rally and the 
resilience of protesters in the 
face of the violence used by 
security forces in this week’s 
deadly street battles have 
won back for the movement 
much of the strength it pro¬ 
jected during the 18-day up¬ 
rising that ousted President 
Hosni Mubarak in February. 
Showing the sort of resolve 
from the earliest days of the 
Arab Spring, the protesters 
say they will not leave the 
iconic square until the mili¬ 
tary rulers led by Field Mar¬ 
shal Flussein Tantowi step 
down and a civilian presi¬ 
dential council is formed to 
run the country until a new 
leader is elected. 

“They stole our January revo¬ 
lution because we did not 
agree on who should repre¬ 
sent us,” said activist Sede- 


eqah Abu Seadah. “We 
shouted ‘erhal’ (leave) but 
did not shout the name of 
the person we want.” 

The military’s appointment 
of el-Ganzouri, its apology 
for the death of protest¬ 
ers and a series of partial 
concessions in the past 
two days suggest that the 
generals are struggling to 
overcome the most serious 
challenge to their nine- 
month rule, with fewer 
options now available to 
them. 

Significantly adding to 
their predicament, the 
Obama administration 
brought its position on the 
crisis in Egypt closer to the 
protesters’ demands, urg¬ 
ing the military to fully em¬ 
power the next interim ci¬ 
vilian government. 


“We believe that Egypt’s 
transition to democracy 
must continue, with elec¬ 
tions proceeding expedi¬ 
tiously, and oil necessary 
measures taken to ensure 
security and prevent intim¬ 
idation,” the White Flouse 
said in o statement. 

“Most importantly, we be¬ 
lieve that the full transfer of 
power to o civilian govern¬ 
ment must take place in o 
just and inclusive manner 
that responds to the le¬ 
gitimate aspirations of the 
Egyptian people, as soon 
as possible,” it said. 

The adjustment in the 
Obama administration’s 
approach is significant 
because the Egyptian 
military, the nation’s most 
powerful institution, has in 
the past 30 years forged 


close relations with suc¬ 
cessive U.S. administra¬ 
tions, receiving $1.3 billion 
annually in aid. It followed 
the public U.S. endorse¬ 
ment of the military’s 
original timetable for the 
transfer of power by late 
2012 or early 2013. 

The choice of el-Ganzo- 
uri, who served as prime 
minister under Mubarak 
between 1996 and 1999, 
deepened the anger of 
the protesters, already 
seething over the military’s 
perceived reluctance to 
dismantle the legacy of 
the ousted president’s 
29-year rule. Hundreds of 
protesters moved from 
Tahrir Square and began 
a sit-in outside the head¬ 
quarters of the Cabinet, 
o few blocks away, vow¬ 
ing to prevent el-Ganzouri 
from entering. “The mili¬ 
tary council must go,” the 
crowd chanted, “Military 
men must not rule.” 

The protest movement 
launched an attempt to 
unify its demands and 
present an alternative to 
el-Ganzouri. Twenty-four 
protest groups, including 
two political parties, an¬ 
nounced they were creat¬ 
ing their own “national sal¬ 
vation” government. They 
said it would be headed 
by a presidential council 
led by Nobel Peace laure¬ 
ate Mohamed ElBaradei 
with deputies from across 
the political spectrum to 
which they demanded 
the military hand over 
power.Q 


Syria ignores 
Arab League’s 
new deadline 

NADA BAKRI 
© 2011 New York Times 
BEIRUT, Lebanon - Syria on 
Friday ignored on Arab 
League deadline to ac¬ 
cept observers to oversee 
a peace deal to end more 
than eight months of blood¬ 
shed, with activists saying 
that several protesters and 
soldiers were killed during 
clashes across the country. 
Arab League officials said 
Thursday that if the govern¬ 
ment of President Bashar 
Assad failed to agree by 
Friday to sign a protocol de¬ 
tailing the mission of the ob¬ 
servers, Arab finance minis¬ 
ters would meet Saturday 
in Cairo to discuss impos¬ 
ing sanctions that could in¬ 
clude halting flights to Syria, 
curbing trade and stopping 
transactions with the coun¬ 
try’s central bank. 

The new sanctions would 
deal o severe blow to an 
economy already suffering 
under sanctions from the Eu¬ 
ropean Union and the Unit¬ 
ed States. Syria’s two most 
vital sectors, oil and tourism, 
which account for more 
than a third of the govern¬ 
ment’s revenues, have all 
but come to a halt. 

Turkey announced Friday 
that its foreign minister 
would hold talks with for¬ 
eign ministers from Arab na¬ 
tions in Cairo on Sunday to 
discuss Syria’s failure to ad¬ 
mit several hundred military 
and civilian observers. □ 
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Military tries to woo wider public beyond protesters 


ANTHONY SHADID 
© 2011 New York Times 
CAIRO - Some call it the si¬ 
lent majority. In Egypt these 
days, the preterred term is 
the Party ot the Couch. And 
in that ill-defined constitu¬ 
ency, sometimes more myth 
than reality, Egypt's ruling 
military has staked its cred¬ 
ibility as it seeks to fend off 
the greatest challenge yet 
from protesters seeking to 
force it from power. 

Drawing on sentiments pro¬ 
nounced Friday in the grit¬ 
tier parts of Cairo, even just 
a few blocks from the pro¬ 
tests in Tahrir Square, and in 
a defiantly nationalist rally 
near the Defense Ministry, 
the military is offering either 
a canny read of Egypt’s 
mood or yet another delu¬ 
sional estimation of its popu¬ 
larity, a mistake that has be¬ 
deviled so many autocrats. 
With a mix of bravado and 
disdain, it has hewed to a 
narrative first pronounced 
after it seized power from 
President Hosni Mubarak in 
February: It bears the man¬ 
tle of Egypt's revolution. 
“Egypt is not Tahrir Square,” 
Maj. Gen. Mukhtar el-Malla, 
a member of the 20-mem¬ 
ber military council ruling 
since February, said in a 
news conference this week. 
“If you take a walk on other 
streets in Egypt, you will find 
that everything is very nor¬ 
mal.” 

In much of Cairo, and else¬ 
where in Egypt, the military 



Local residents of Shobra, a working-class neighborhood of Cairo where some people expressed 
disagreement with the events in Tahrir Square. Egypt’s military is staking its credibiiity on an iii- 
defined constituency caiied the Party of the Couch, which it beiieves yearns for stability. 

(AAoises Saman/The New York Times) 


bers. 

“If the military goes, who will 
inherit power from them?” 
asked Mohammed Abdel- 
Aziz, 61, sitting before his 
watch store in Cairo’s Op¬ 
era Square. 

Mubarak famously made 
the same bet, only to de¬ 
part in disgrace in a heli¬ 
copter 18 days after pro¬ 
tests began in January. 

The lesson then was that a 
revolution is not a referen¬ 
dum, and the symbolism 
channeled by Tahrir Square 
represented a dynamic 
long dismissed by Arab rul¬ 
ers. 

The revolution was some¬ 
times conflated with the 
square itself, so much so 
that Essam Sharaf, who re¬ 
signed as prime minister 
this week, declared in a 
visit there in April that “I am 
here to draw my legitimacy 
from you.”Q 


has found a receptive au¬ 
dience for that message in 
a country buckling under a 
stagnating economy and 
a lurking insecurity. Even 
as it promises to surrender 
power by June, it has de¬ 
ployed all the platitudes 
of authoritarian Arab gov¬ 
ernments: fear of foreign 
intervention, fear of chaos 
and fear of the rabble. 
One doctor quipped Fri¬ 
day that the sole change 
since the revolution was 
an extra digit added this 
year to cellphone num- 
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Bodies identified in Mexico mass siaying 



A soldier patrols as a vehicle that was discovered carrying bodies inside is taken away in Guada- 
iajara, Mexico, Thursday Nov. 24, 2011. At least 20 bodies were discovered early Thursday in three 
vehicles abandoned in the heart of Guadalajara, Mexico’s second-largest city and the site of the 
recent Pan American Games, according to an official with the prosecutor's office in the state of 
Jalisco. 


ARTURO PEREZ NAVARRO 
Associated Press 
GUADALAJARA, Mexico 
(AP) — A baker, a truck 
driver, a soft-drink vendor 
and a dental technician 
were among the 26 men 
found bound, gagged, 
slain and left in the center 
at Guadalajara, a state 
prosecutor said Friday. 
Written in motor oil on the 
victims' bodies were the 
names of the Zetas and Mil¬ 
lenium drug cartels. 

Law enforcement officials 
and analysts saw that as 
a possible indication the 
two allied gangs were 
annauncing their intent 
ta seize a city historically 
cantralled by the pawerful 
Sinaloa cartel. 

The Zetas and Sinaloa have 
emerged from years of 
Mexican drug wars as the 
largest cartels in the nation, 
and potential competitors 
for control of smuggling 
and other businesses worth 
billions of dollars a year. 
Bath frequently farm alli¬ 
ances of convenience with 
smaller local gangs. 
Analysts cautioned, how¬ 
ever, that the killers in Gua¬ 
dalajara may also have 
been engaging in an isolat¬ 
ed act of retaliation for the 
slaughter of dozens of men 
dumped on a roadway in 
September 600 miles away 
in the eastern. Gulf caast 
city of Veracruz. Authcrities 


blamed that killing on the 
New Generation, a gang 
believed to be working with 
the Sinaloa cartel. A videa 
posted by men claiming ta 
be the Veracruz killers said 
the victims were Zetas. 

The next few weeks will 
be crucial in determin¬ 
ing whether Guadalajara, 
Mexico’s second largest 
city, begins dissolving into 
the chaotic killing, kidnap¬ 
ping and streetfighting that 
has devastated cities and 
towns along the U.S. bor¬ 
der, said Samuel Lagan, 
director of Southern Pulse, 
a risk analysis firm specializ¬ 


ing in Latin American orga¬ 
nized crime. 

“The Mexican government 
has ta react quickly and 
strangly,” Logan said. “This 
cauld be the beginning at 
Guadalajara moving into a 
more insecure environment 
... We need a little more 
time to watch things play 
out.” 

The identities of 14 of the 
men slain in Guadalajara 
were released Friday by 
Jalisco state prosecutar To¬ 
mas Caranado, who said 
that only two had criminal 
recards, withaut providing 
details. 


(AP Photo/Victor Fernandez) 

Among the victims were 
Alejandro Robles Vidal, 22, 
who had been working as 
a dental technician in the 
nearby city of Zapopan 
for three years and disap¬ 
peared Monday evening. 
He was identified by his fa¬ 
ther, Coronado said. 

Also among the dead was 
Jose Antonia Parga Guare- 
no, 23, a cargo-truck driver 
who disappeared Tuesday 
and was identified by his 
father, Coranada said. 

The prosecutor cautioned 
the press and public not 
to draw canclusians abaut 
the victims’ pctential in- 


vclvement in drug cartel 
activity, saying that would 
be one of the subjects of 
the investigation. 

He said the victims died of 
strangulation or blows to 
the head. 

Earlier, he told MVS Radio 
that even though a mes¬ 
sage signed by the Zetas 
was left in ane af the cars, 
investigatars had nat con¬ 
firmed that the cartel was 
respansible. 

Guadalajara sits an the 
main highway running 
through western Mexico 
from the methamphet- 
amine-producing state of 
Michoacan north toward 
the Pacific Coast state of 
Sinaloa where the cartel of 
the same name is based. 

In recent mcnths, security 
cfficials and analysts have 
worried that Guadalajara 
cauld become a target for 
the Zetas, 

which has rapidly expand¬ 
ed since breaking with its 
old allies in the Gulf cartel 
in 2010. 

The Zetas have been ex¬ 
panding west from their 
base on the Gulf coasf, 
and Sinalaa has appar- 
enfly been sending proxy 
forces eastward inta the 
territory of fhe Zetas ar their 
allies. 

Killings in Guadalajara 
slowed to a trickle during 
the Oct. 15-30 Pan Ameri¬ 
can Games, which brought 
a big influx of police and 
soldiers. Law enforcement 
officials and analysfs said 
they were nanetheless con¬ 
cerned a Zetas onslaught 
cauld be imminent. 

On Wednesday, 17 bodies 
were found burned in two 
pickup trucks in a strikingly 
similar attack in Sinaloa, the 
home state of the Sinaloa 
cartel.Q 
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Venezuela receives first gold shipment from Europe 


CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 
— President Hugo Chavez's 
government began repa¬ 
triating Venezuela's gold 
reserves trom European 
banks Friday as the first 
shipment arrived on a flight 
from Paris. 

Troops guarded the ship¬ 
ment in a caravan of at 
least five armored vehicles 
that carried the gold to the 
Central Bank in Caracas. 

A group of government 
supporters cheered and 
waved flags as the caravan 
passed, with soldiers hold¬ 
ing their rifles at the ready. 
Two light tanks escorted the 
shipment. 

Chavez announced in Au¬ 
gust that his government 
would retrieve more than 
211 tons of gold held in U.S. 
and European bonks. 


Chavez announced earlier 
Friday that the first of the 
gold was on its way. 

“It's coming to the place 
it never should have left. 
... The vaults of the Cen¬ 
tral Bank of Venezuela, 
not the bank of London 
or the bank of the United 
States,” Chavez said. “It’s 
our gold.” 

He said that previously the 
gold was held in Britain. He 
didn’t specify the bank nor 
say how much was in the 
shipment. The leftist presi¬ 
dent has said his decision 
to repatriate the gold re¬ 
serves is aimed at helping 
to protect the oil-produc¬ 
ing country from econom¬ 
ic troubles in the United 
States and Europe. 
Economist Pedro Palma, 
who is o professor at the 


Escapees caught off 
island penal colony 

MARK STEVENSON 
Associated Press 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — Six inmates from the last island penal 
colony in the Americas were recaptured at sea after they 
used buoyant containers and wood planks to try to swim 
to freedom in an escape reminiscent of the 1973 movie 
“Papillon.” 

The Mexican navy said the inmates used empty plastic 
gas or water tanks to help stay afloat as they swam about 
60 miles (90 kilometers) south of the Islos Marios, a Mexican 
penal colony where inmates live in small houses and ore 
normally not locked up. Prisoners con tend small gardens 
and raise food. 

The six men were only about 60 miles from the Pacific 
coast resort of Puerto Vallarta when they were spotted by 
a passing boat early Thursday. 

The boat called in a tip to a local naval base, and patrol 
boats were quickly dispatched to take the men into 
custody. 

Photos provided by the navy showed them men sunburned 
but alert — and unhappy — on the deck of the patrol 
vessel. 

The men, who range in age from 28 to 39 years, were 
taken back to Puerto Vallarta for a medical check and to 
be turned back over to prison authorities. 

Later, the federal Public Safety Department, which is in 
charge of Mexico's federal prisons, said the men had 
been found to be in acceptable health and would be 
returned to the penal colony “within hours."□ 



Soldiers stand guard as an armored truck containing gold reserves arrives to the Central Bank 
in Caracas, Venezuela, Friday Nov. 25, 2011. President Hugo Chavez's government began 
repatriating Venezuela’s gold reserves trom European banks Friday as the first shipment arrived 
on a flight from Paris. 

(AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos) 

Institute of Higher Studies of for moving the gold. “From as in England. The reserves 
Administration, said he saw the economic point view, it will not change because of 
no economic justification is the same to have it here this,” Palma said.Q 


Murder trial date set for Van der Sloot 


A Peruvian judge has set Jan. 6 as the trial date for Joran 
van der Sloot (featured) in the killing of a Peruvian woman 
five years to the day after U.S. student Natalee Holloway 
disappeared. 


LIMA, Peru (AP) — A Peru¬ 
vian judge has set Jan. 6 as 
the trial date for Joran van 


der Sloot in the killing of a 
Peruvian woman five years 
to the day after U.S. student 


Natalee Holloway disap¬ 
peared. 

The 24-year-old Van der 
Sloot remains the prime 
suspect in Holloway’s 2005 
disappearance on the Ca¬ 
ribbean island of Aruba. 

Peruvian prosecutors are 
seeking 30 years in prison 
for the Dutchman on first- 
degree murder charges 
in the killing of Stephany 
Flores. 

Van der Sloot met the 
21-year-old Lima student in 
a casino and took him to 
his hotel room. 

He confessed to the killing 
but says he became en¬ 
raged upon finding Flores 
reading about the Hollo¬ 
way case on his laptop. 
Flores’ family and prosecu¬ 
tors contend he planned 
the killing in order to rob the 
young woman.Q 
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Skyrim lets gamers roam world, slay dragons at their leisure 



A screenshot of “Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim,” in on undated handout photo. In Skyrim, developed by 
Bethesda Game Studios for Windows, Xbox 360 and PlayStation 3, you are set loose on a vast 
fantasy continent populated by thousands of software-controlled monsters and characters. 

(Bethesda Game Studios via The New York Times) 


SETH SCHIESEL 
© 2011 New York Times 

Want to get lost? Ploy The 
Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim. 

I mean lost in the best pos¬ 
sible sense. As in, “Where 
did those six hours go?” As 
in, “I don’t really need to 
go shopping today.” As in, 
“Hello, Mr. Sunrise.” 

When it comes to offline 
single-player gomes, no re¬ 
cent title will draw players 
in for hundreds of hours os 
readily os Skyrim. Plenty of 
gomes promise to let you 
unleash your inner oil-con¬ 
quering hero (or anti-hero), 
endowed with the power 
to shape both your own 
epic destiny and the tote 
of the world. Almost none 
deliver on that promise os 
thoroughly os Skyrim. 

In Skyrim, developed by 
Bethesda Gome Studios 
for Windows, Xbox 360 and 
PlayStation 3, you ore set 
loose on o vast fantasy 
continent populated by 
thousands of software-con- 
trolled monsters and char¬ 
acters. There ore teeming 
towns filled with merchants, 
beggars, guards, thieves, 
craftsmen and kings. There 
are tundra and forests, 
plains and swamps. There 


are steep peaks and river 
gorges, hidden shrines and 
bandit keeps. There are as- 
sassinatian plots to uncover 
(or perpetrate) and deep, 
dank crypts hiding ancient 
treasure. There are giants 
and agres and goblins and 
demons and spirits and, not 
least, plenty of dragons. 
Skyrim is modern fantasy 
role-playing of fhe highest 
order. It is akin to the “Game 
of Thrones” of video games: 


sweeping, almost daunting 
in scope, richly realized and 
fully able to absorb fans for 
months or even years. Like 
great fantasy literature, 
this game has a deep lore 
and back story (developed 
over the past 17 years since 
the series made its debut in 
1994 with The Elder Scrolls: 
Arena) propelling current 
events. Things happen for a 
reason. Buf unlike a novel, 
a greaf role-playing game 


like Skyrim lets you shape 
those events and become 
a player on the world stage. 
The key to Skyrim, indeed 
to the entire Elder Scrolls se¬ 
ries, is that the game is set 
up like ane huge fantasy 
playground. You are com¬ 
pletely in charge. You can 
go where you want, when 
you want, how you want 
and do what you want 
once you get there. There is 
a strong central plotline, but 


you are free fo blow if off 
complefely from fhe ouf- 
sef. If is possible fo spend 
dozens of hours exploring 
Skyrim and making yaur 
character mere pawer- 
ful before you even touch 
the main story line. You 
can join the Mage Guild, 
infiltrate the Thieves Guild, 
take sides in a civil war or 
just roam the wilderness, 
delving into dungeons and 
slaying wyrms. 

When gamers and game 
executives talk about 
“open-world games” they 
usually are referring fa the 
likes of Grand Theft Auto, 
Assassin’s Creed, Red 
Dead Redemption and 
Batman: Arkham City. But 
none of those set you in a 
virtual environment as real¬ 
istically intricate as Skyrim’s. 
Mare confining, none of 
fhose games even lef you 
decide who you are. In- 
sfead yau are ane particu¬ 
lar character, defined by 
the game’s creators. You 
can decide how that char¬ 
acter progresses through its 
story, but you don’t control 
the basic parameters of 
who fhaf character is and 
how it makes its way in the 
world. 

Even most fantasy role- 
playing games lack each 
character intc a defined 
class, like wizard, warrior or 
priest. By contrast, a hall¬ 
mark of fhe Elder Scrolls se¬ 
ries is fhaf you can mix and 
match various skills and 
races, like cat people and 
lizardfolk. Want to become 
a master thief wifh a silver 
fangue and a vast black- 
market netwark of fences? 
Go right ahead. 

Skyrim isn’t perfect. The in¬ 
terface, especially on Win¬ 
dows, is a clunky, frustrating 
mess, and the game’s sub- 
par technical performance 
on fhe PlayStafion 3 should 
be an embarrassmenf for 
Befhesda. Yet over Thanks¬ 
giving I heard from a family 
friend wha attends callege 
in New Jersey that Skyrim is 
the absolute rage among 
gamers an her campus. 
That doesn’t surprise me 
because there are very 
few games fhaf deliver Sky¬ 
rim’s level of immersion and 
empowerment. And that 
may not be something that 
newer generations of gam¬ 
ers are familiar wifh.Q 
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Johnny Walker informs and entertains bar staff on the island 




PALM BEACH - Romar Trad¬ 
ing, distributors of Johnny 
Woiker on the isiond un¬ 
dertook o giant brand pro¬ 
motion when internotionoi 
Brand Ambassador Arturo 
Savage was invited to in¬ 
form and entertain food & 
beverage speciaiists here. 
This week, the Striding Man 
was featured in back-to- 
back seminars and tastings 
taking pioce at the Radis- 
son Aruba Resort Casino & 
Spa, as weii as during an 
exciusive dinner in honor 
of the iocai press hosted at 
Texas de Brazii. 

Savage, entrusted with the 
whiskey portfoiio of Diagio, 
a consumer goods giant, 
marketing and distributing 
worid-fomous drink brands. 


conducted the tastings of 
Johnny Woiker Whiskey, 
Red Lobei, Biock Labei, 
Green Labei, Goid Lobei 
and Biue Labei, teaching 
the proper presentation 
and rituai expected of the 
brand. 

Speciai attention was paid 
to the Biue Labei, achieved 
with the combination of 
rare whiskies and rare skiiis. 
Savage taught his students 
the proper temperature 
of serving and the proper 
ice water presentation, the 
giassware and wow-factor 
which accompany sipping 
a compiex and rewarding 
spirit. 

Pictured here those who 
were priviieged to sampie 
oii iobeis of the award-win 



ning famiiy of Scotch whisky, 
under the wotchfui eye of 
Mariuccia Amaddeo and 
Patrick Figoroa of Romar 
Trading, with other mem¬ 
bers of the Romar Trading 
team, Betto Wernet, Gun- 
nar Leonardo who handie 
Diagio on Aruba, and iocai 
Johnny Woiker Brand Am¬ 
bassador, the Striding Man 
himseif, Boefie Barbour. □ 
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A donation from Zwembad 'De Hoorn’ in Hoiiand 



Four swimsuits for the children of the Mi For foundation 


ORANJESTAD - Four really 
cool swimsuits, especially 
designed for physically chal¬ 
lenged children, ore now on 
Aruba. The colorful suits were 
proudly displayed by swim¬ 
ming instructors Hons Zworts 
and Anjo Zwort lost Thursday 
afternoon; they come come 
to the island via their person¬ 
al connections with Zwem¬ 
bad De Hoorn in Alphen oon 
de Rijn in Holland. There Mrs. 
Adri Punt and Rolando von 
‘t Wout learned about the 
Mi Por Foundation (Mi Por 
means I Con) and os the 
suits were the hottest thing 
around and a great tool os 
well, they decided to donate 
four of the models to this very 
worthy charity, which sup¬ 
ports physically challenged 
children and their families 
in countless ways, among 
them swimming lessons. 
The suits hove floating de¬ 
vices that con be inserted 
or token out os needed. 
They ore great-looking 
and we ore sure that the 
kids will love to wear them 
during their next class. 
Photo shows Hons and Anjo 
showing one of the special 
bathing suits from Hollond.Q 



Aruhiba, The 1 and Only Hnmemade Arnban Cigar 



ORANJESTAD- Benjamin 
Petrocchi started the newest 
export product of Aruba, lo¬ 
cally produced cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in 
Aruba. Petrocchi has always 
had an interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold 
Premium Cuban Cigars, and 
now he is growing his own 
tobacco crop. After many at¬ 
tempts and trips to Santo Do¬ 
mingo and Cuba he started 
his own production and cul¬ 
tivation of Aruhiba Cigars in 
Aruba. The process took ten 
years. Petrocchi dedication to 
the cigars is important for the 
molding and process of mak¬ 
ing a perfect cigar which takes 
a long time. The cigar box is 


« - - ■ 

ARUHIBA 

..r. ' A 



specially designed for the ci¬ 
gars with the logo “Aruhiba”. 
Petrocchi considers Aruhiba a 
promotion for Aruba through 
fine quality cigars. 

The company sells Interna¬ 
tional cigars as well. Buy a 
gift box of Aruhiba Corona 
with five cigars and you will 
get 1 FREE cigar of $35. Lo¬ 
cated at the Historic Dutch 
Windmill. Open from Mon¬ 
day to Saturday from 9am till 


8:30pm. And open on Sunday 
from 9am to 1pm. Aruhiba is 
only available in above men¬ 
tioned stores. 

Visit our authentic tobacco 
farm where cigars are hand¬ 
made. For tour to the tabaco 
factory call: 586-0347 buy & 
receive one Aruban cigar free 
with this article. 

Address: soledad 14-a, noord • 
tel: (297) 593-6177 • bap59@ 
live.comQ 
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Amazonia Churrascaria celebrates 
Thanksgiving by pardoning Turkey 



PALM BEACH - While 
Turkeys got a reprieve, beef 
did not, served deliciously 


seasoned and perfectly 
grilled at busy tables at 
Amazonia Churrascaria on 


Thanksgiving Day. 

Some international guests 
never even realized it was 
Thanksgiving Day, they 
were in the mood for steak 
and steak they got, in 
limitless quantities to their 
heart’s content. 

From Sweden, staying at 
the Mill Resort & Suites, 
Mr. and Mrs. Edstrom, on 
their first visit to Aruba, 
enjoyed every bite of the 
carnivorous experience. 
First timers in Aruba, the 
Salems, from NY, did too, 
forgoing Turkey and all the 
trimming in favor of juicy 
flavorful beef, chicken and 
lamb. 

On a repeat-repeat visit to 
the restaurant the Maitland 
from Illinois and Michigan, 
and the Maderazzo from 
California and Nevada. 
Family members enjoyed 
quality time in community, 
celebrating the spirit of the 
holiday together.Q 




• TOMORROW • 

Don’t miss Monday Madness! 

FREE entry slot tournament starting at 7pm. 


Join us today for Alhambra’s Heatwave of Cash! 
From 6pm to 10pm, we’re giving away $20 CASH 
to lucky Advantage players every 20 minutes. 

Cleo’s 2-FOR-l Sunday - 

Enjoy buy 1 get 1 free specials at Cleo’s! 


Open daily 6pm to 2am 
Happy Hour from 6 to 8pm 

•SPORTS BOOK* 

Bet on all your favorite sports! 




Where 7\ruba goes to play! 

Open daily 10am to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 * 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com 


i A DIVI RESORTS PROPERTY 


Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 
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Delicious Lobster Speciaities at The Blue Lobster Restaurant 




PALM BEACH - The Blue 
Lobster Restaurant just re¬ 
cently opened its doors on 
Palm Beach with a noble 
culinary mission, to create 
and serve the most deli¬ 
cious lobster dishes. In re¬ 
cent years beef has over¬ 
taken the restaurant scene 
occupying large menu por- 


in Montblanc, Switzerland, 
and two more stars for Bu- 
mann’s Chesa Pirani, in the 
stylish, swanky resort town 
of St. Moritz, Switzerland. 
When Chef Sandro arrived 
here, he also found love, 
a world-famous, natural 
aphrodisiac, losing his heart 
to Haildy Herold-Castano, 


Beach road. 

There, the curtain goes 
up every lunch and din¬ 
ner on twenty-five lobster 
dishes which even the 
most-discerning customers 
love. From his kitchen, the 
young chef is content to 
please taste buds with an 
outstanding variety of veri¬ 
table lobster feasts! 

The Blue Lobster Restau¬ 
rant is proud to belong to 
that charming category 
of mom and pap bou¬ 
tique operations. With 
Chef Sandro in the kitchen 
and German in the dining 
room, assisted by his wife 
Silma Castano-Ridderstap, 
the team enthusiastically 
goes about the business 
of making guests happy. 
Incidentally, German is a 
well known hospitality ex¬ 
ecutive on the island hav¬ 
ing contributed greatly to 
the success of many resorts 
and timeshares here. Ger¬ 
man reports that at the Blue 
Lobster Restaurant patrons 
savor the special taste of 
the Caribbean, laced with 
international flavors. The 
innovative menu created 
by Chef Sandro includes 
Warm Appetizers, Cold Ap- 


irresistible selection of Lo¬ 
cal Creole Dishes. The res¬ 
taurant features Daily spe¬ 
cials, and also promotes 
unique BBQ Ribs, flavored 
with a homemade Oreg¬ 
ano sauce, and a secret 
Indonesian touch! Ger¬ 
man eagerly shares that 
over the last few weeks. 
Chef Sandro has received 
a number of standing ova¬ 
tions, and much adoration 


THANK-YOU for visiting our 
beautiful island, this is an 
invitation to be one of us... 
on SATURDAY, your dinner 
check may be paid in Flo¬ 
rins, which practically cuts 
the charge in half! Chef 
Sandro also invites patrons 
to come to the Blue Lob¬ 
ster Restaurant, on their 
birthdays or anniversaries, 
as Birthday Boys & Birthday 
Girls receive a 50% discount 



tions in many eateries, rob¬ 
bing lobster of its rightful ti¬ 
tle as the most-highly-prized 
of all foods, until the arrival 
of Chef Sandro Herold on 
our shores. The chef arrived 
here equipped with impres¬ 
sive credentials, having 
worked in Switzerland in not 
just one, but two Michelin¬ 
rated restaurants, securing 
two stars for the Parisanni 


which immediately inspired 
him to invent amazing Lob¬ 
ster & Seafood combina¬ 
tions, celebrating lady-love, 
her family and friends. Then 
her Dad, German Casta- 
no, decided to share the 
culinary bounty with even 
more family members and 
friends, helping Chef San¬ 
dro open the Blue Lobster 
Restaurant, on the Palm 


petizers. Main Courses of 
freshly caught fish, hooked 
and brought in by local 
fishermen, shrimp from the 
waters around the island 
and USDA Beef. The menu 
also lists Soups, Salads and 
Desserts. The separate Lob¬ 
ster Menu boasts a unique 
and exclusive array of deli¬ 
cate dishes. Lunch guests 
are pleased to discover an 


from guests who came for 
dinner and had so much 
to choose from, that they 
came back for a repeat 
visit, on the following night! 
Best of all, the prices at the 
Blue Lobster Restaurant are 
very reasonable and as a 
special gesture Saturday 
is local & tourist apprecia¬ 
tion day, as Chef Sandro 
puts it: Our way of saying 


on their meal, ID required. 
The Blue Lobster Restaurant 
serves lunch: 1 lam till 2pm, 
walk-ins are welcome, and 
nightly dinner, with the first 
seating at 6pm, and the 
second at 8pm. Smoking is 
permitted on the open ter¬ 
race, where you may enjoy 
smoking between courses, 
www.arubabluelobster. 
com □ 








































Harbaugh Bowl: John’s Ravons boat Jim’s 49ors 

Baltimore Ravens head coach John Harbaughjoreground, hugs his brother, San Francisco 49ers head coach Jim Harbaugh, 
after their NFL football game in Baltimore on Thursday, Nov. 24, 2011. Baltimore won 16-6. The Harbaughs became the first 
brothers to face each other as NFL head coaches. 

Associated Press 
Page 21 




College Roundup 
No. 1 LSU powers 
past No.3 
Arkansas 

BATON ROUGE, Louisiana 
(AP) — In the biggest game 
at Tiger Stadium in halt a 
century. No. 1-ranked Loui¬ 
siana State came from 14 
points down to beat No. 
3-ranked Arkansas 41-17 on 
Friday and secure a spot in 
college football Southeast¬ 
ern Conference champi¬ 
onship game. 

Tyrann Mathieu returned a 
punt 92 yards for a score 
and the Tigers punished Ar¬ 
kansas with 286 yards rush¬ 
ing. 

Kenny Hilliard, Spencer 
Ware and quarterback 
Jordan Jefferson all scored 
with runs for LSU, which is 
12-0 for the first time and 
will play No. 13 Georgia 
next weekend in Atlanta. 

A win over the Bulldogs 
would assure the Tigers 
their third trip to college 
football’s title game in nine 
seasons. 

Though at this point, LSU 
might be able to get there 
even if it loses. 

Arkansas took a surprising 
14-0 lead on Tyler Wilson's 
touchdown pass to Jarius 
Wright and Alonzo High- 
smith's 47-yard fumble re¬ 
turn, but LSU stormed back 
by scoring 41 of the next 44 
points in the game. 

The rivalry game known as 
the battle for “The Boot,” 
a trophy in the shape of 
Arkansas and Louisiana, 
marked the first time two 
teams ranked in the top 
three had met in Death 
Valley since 1959, when 
No. 1 LSU won 7-3 over No. 
3 Mississippi. 



World No, t nOditrom dmTour Finals 




f 



Novak Djokovic of Serbia 
reacts after missing a point as 
he piays Janko Tipsarevic of 
Serbia during their round robin 
singies tennis match at the 
ATP Worid Tour Finais, at the 
02 arena in London, Friday, 
Nov. 25, 2011. 

Associated Press 

Page 19 
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Noah: accusations on doping were a wake-up call 


JEROME PUGMIRE 
AP Sports Writer 
PARIS (AP) — Yannick Noah 
says his accusations of 
doping being rife in Span¬ 
ish sport were intended 
as a global wake-up call 
to sports authorities he feels 
should be doing more to 
catch drug cheats — but 
he maintains that Spain is 
tainted. 

In an interview with a French 
newspaper last week, the 
former French Open tennis 
champion accused Span¬ 
ish athletes of widespread 
doping. 

Fie said that the only way 
to level the playing field 
for struggling French and 
other athletes would be to 
allow everyone to use the 
“magic potion,” or banned 
drugs. “If I chose this turn of 
phrase, it was to address 
the authorities ... in order to 
start a debate," Noah said 
Friday on the website of 
newspaper Le Monde that 


published his comments 
last week. 

Those accusations drew 
criticism from Spanish ath¬ 
letes such as 10-time Grand 
Slam champion Rafael 
Nodal, and from the French 
Tennis Federation, which 
distanced itself from Noah. 
“I am a bit frustrated that 
there are two weights and 
two measures in terms of 
doping, whether it’s Spain 
or another country,” Noah 
continued. “Of course all 
Spanish athletes aren’t 
doped ... (But) are (the 
French) worse than the oth¬ 
ers? I don’t think so.” 

Nodal said Noah should be 
banned from commenting 
in the media, while Barce¬ 
lona’s football coach Pep 
Guordiola told him to pro¬ 
duce proof or stay quiet. 

“I went through the some 
thing 30 years ago, when I 
was 20. I spoke about dop¬ 
ing and drugs and every¬ 
one had a go at me,” Noah 



In this May.27, 2008 file pho¬ 
to, former tennis ace Yannick 
Noah, of France, during the 
French Open tennis tourna¬ 
ment at the Roiand Garros 
stadium in Paris. 

Associated Press 

said. “I couldn’t respond to 
everyone. To Toni Nodal, 
Rafael’s uncle, who’s told 
his nephew never to say 
hello to me again. But what 
do I care if he says hello to 
me or not?” 


Noah refused to back down 
from his view that Spain re¬ 
mains tainted by doping. 

Fie cited cases involving 
cyclist Alberto Contador’s 
positive doping test when 
he won the 2010 Tour de 
France, world steeplechase 
champion Marta Domin¬ 
guez, and the Operation 
Puerto blood-doping inves¬ 
tigation os examples. 

“The cyclist who ate some 
meat that helped him 
pedal faster and who was 
cleared by his federation, 
the case of (Dominguez) 
stopped by the police and 
then cleared,” Noah said. 
“My question is the follow¬ 
ing: Is this not all orches¬ 
trated? In the Puerto case, 
I hove the feeling that the 
affair has been smothered, 
that names have been 
hidden.” Dominguez was 
among 14 people detained 
in December 2010 as part 
of the “Operation Galgo” 
doping investigation, but a 


Madrid court cleared her 
of doping and of trafficking 
performance-enhancing 
substances. 

This led to an investigation 
into Spain’s Civil Guard for 
irregularities in managing 
her case. 

Seven people linked to 
Puerto will stand trial in 
Spain, facing up to two 
years in prison. They in¬ 
clude sports doctor Eufemi- 
ano Fuentes, former Liberty 
Seguros team boss Manolo 
Saiz and five others arrested 
in 2006 on suspicion of pro¬ 
viding doping services to 
cyclists. 

Puerto implicated more 
than 50 cyclists but Span¬ 
ish sports bodies could not 
use evidence to ban ath¬ 
letes because of Span¬ 
ish low, which has since 
changed. 

On Thurday, sport’s highest 
court completed a four- 
day hearing into Conta¬ 
dor’s 2010 Tour case.Q 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your plate!" 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of 
Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successfui fishermen 
of the estabiished seafood 
restaurant Driftwood in 
Oranjestad. 

Driftwood owner Flerby 


Merryweather has a love 
and passion for fishing. 
A fisherman who knows 
about fish, what our local 
waters have to offer, and 
what the words “fresh sea¬ 
food” really mean. 

What Flerby catches will be 
served in his restaurant on 
the same day. Flerby loves 
to share his fishing passion 
with the many visitors to the 
island. Flis fleet of a 35 ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram yacht 
and a 50 ft. Twin Engine 
Post yacht, appropriately 
called “Driftwood I and II, 
is available for charters on 
a doily basis from 8am to 
12 noon and from 1 pm to 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


5pm. 

Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: 
captain, mate, all fishing 
equipment, bait, sodas and 
bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. 
You can call Flerby directly 
at (297) 592 4040 or go to 
www.driftwoodaruba.com . 

Driftwood Restaurant 


This authentic Aruban sea¬ 
food restaurant is located 
in characteristic downtown 
Oranjestad. Their extend¬ 
ed menu has been jubled 
by many. Driftwood offers 
daily specials, as well as a 
delicious 3-course menu for 
just $24. 

Charter deep sea fishing 
rates: 

$400 -1 /2 day 


$760- full day 
Rates per boat 
Max. 6 people 
Driftwood Restaurant 

Authentic Aruban Seafood 
Restaurant; Klipstraat 12, 
Downtown Oranjestad 
Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www.driftwoodaruba.com 

Opening hours: every day, 
but Tuesdays from 5pm till 1 
0:30pm.G 
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Djokovic 

MATTIAS KAREN 
AP Sports Writer 
LONDON (AP) — All that 
success finally caught up 
with Novak Djokovic. 

A weary Djokovic finished 
his spectacular season 
by losing more matches 
in three days than he did 
in the first seven months 
of the year, earning the 
top-ranked Serb an early 
elimination from the ATP 
World Tour Finals. After 
winning three Grand Slam 
titles and seizing the No. 1 
ranking from Rafael Nadal 
before having the last few 
months derailed by injuries, 
Djokovic had simply run out 
of energy coming into the 
season-ending tournament 
in London. “What is missing 
... is that freshness,” Djokov¬ 
ic said after losing 3-6, 6-3, 

6- 3 to fellow Serb Janko Tip- 
sarevic in their final group 
match. “The will to win, just 
being on the court, giving 
100 percent. I'm not able 
to do that now because I 
just have very little left.” 
Despite finishing the group 
stage with a 1-2 record, 
Djokovic would have 
reached the last four if To¬ 
mas Berdych had lost to 
David Ferrer in the final 
round-robin match, but the 
seventh-seeded Czech ral¬ 
lied from a set and a break 
down to beat Ferrer 3-6, 

7- 5, 6-1 to grab the last 
semifinal spot for himself. 
Ferrer will face Roger Fe- 
derer in Saturday's first 
semifinal, before Berdych 
takes on Jo-Wilfried Tsonga. 
The three highest ranked 
players in the world failed 
to make it out of the group 
stage. Second-ranked Ra¬ 
fael Nadal was eliminated 
after losing to Tsonga on 
Thursday, while No. 3 Andy 
Murray pulled out injured 
following his opening loss 
to Ferrer. Djokovic, mean¬ 
while, can start packing 
his bag for the Maldives, 
where he plans to join 
Tipsarevic for a vacation 
next week as he tries to re¬ 
charge for next year. 

“I look forward to go for 
a much needed rest,” he 
said. “I had an unbeliev¬ 
able year. Nothing can re¬ 
ally ruin that. I will always 
remember this year as the 
best of my life.” 

Still, it was a disappointing 


eliminated from ATP World Tour Finals 


end to one of the greatest 
seasons men's tennis has 
ever seen. Djokovic went 
undefeated in 41 matches 
in 2011 until losing to Feder- 
er in the French Open semi¬ 
finals. His next loss didn't 
come until he had to retire 
with an injury against Mur¬ 
ray in the final of the Cin¬ 
cinnati Masters in August. 
In between, he beat Nadal 
for his first Wimbledon title, 
and he again defeated 
the Spaniard in the U.S. 
Open final. But he hurt his 
back in that final and had 
to retire from a decisive 
singles match in Serbia's 
Davis Cup semifinal against 
Argentina's Juan Martin 
del Potro the next week¬ 
end, leading to a six-week 
injury layoff, bln his return in 
Basel, he lost to Kei Nishikori 
of Japan in the semifinals, 
and then withdrew before 
his quarterfinal against 
Tsonga in Paris. In all, he 
won 10 tournaments and 
came into London with a 
69-4 record. 

But after beating Berdych in 
three sets in his first match, 
he lost 6-3, 6-1 to Ferrer on 
Wednesday, which tied for 
the worst defeat for a No. 
1-ranked player since 1983. 
Against Tipsarevic, Djokov¬ 
ic showed flashes of the 
spectacular shotmaking 
that made him practically 
unbeatable earlier in the 
year, but he was broken 
twice in each of the last 
two sets, and sent a fore¬ 
hand into the net on Tip- 
sarevic's third match point. 
“I lost a match that I think 
I was on the way to win,” 
Djokovic said. “But if this is 
my last match in the Mas¬ 
ters Cup, I'll be happy 
because I think, at least 
comparing to the match 
against Ferrer, I played a 
little bit better.” 

Tipsarevic entered the 
tournament as an alter¬ 
nate after Murray pulled 
out and had no chance of 
advancing after losing his 
first match to Berdych — 
but still managed to earn 
his first win in four meetings 
against his fellow Serb. 

“Not trying to undermine 
my performance or my 
victory today, (but) I can 
freely say that this was not 
Novak Djokovic from the 
U.S. Cpen or Wimbledon,” 


Tipsarevic said. “Which is in 
a way normal. He won ev¬ 
erything a person can win. 
He had the best season, if 
I'm not mistaken, in the his¬ 
tory of this sport.” 

Djokovic's season looked 
set to continue when Ferrer 
took control of the match 
against Berdych, twice 
going up a break in the 
second set. But the Czech 
broke back immediately 
both times, before break¬ 
ing for a third time when 
the Spaniard sent a back¬ 
hand long on set point. 
Ferrer, who had already 
qualified for the semis by 
winning his first two match¬ 
es, then offered little re¬ 
sistance in the third, as 
Berdych raced out to a 
5-0 lead before clinching 
the victory with a forehand 
volley.Q 



Tomas Berdych of the Czech Republic plays a return to David 
Ferrer of Spain during their round robin tennis match at the ATP 
Worid Tour Finals, at the 02 arena in London, Friday, Nov. 25, 
2011 . 

Associated Press 
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Ravens beat 49ers 16-6 in duel of Harbaughs 



Baltimore Ravens tight end Dennis Pitta, center, ceiebrates his 
touchdown with teammates Anquan Boidin (81) and Torrey 
Smith (82) in the second haif of an NFL football game against 
the San Francisco 49ers in Baltimore on Thursday, Nov. 24, 2011. 

Associated Press 


By DAVID GINSBURG 
BALTIMORE (AP) — John 
Harbaugh could hove 
gloated. He could hove 
bragged. 

Instead, the Baltimore Ra¬ 
vens coach played the 
role ot gracious big brother 
otter he bested Jim Har¬ 
baugh and the San Fran¬ 
cisco 49ers 16-6 Thursday 
night in the first NFL game 
featuring brothers as op¬ 
posing head coaches. 

The Ravens (8-3) tied a fran¬ 
chise record with nine sacks 
to end San Francisco's 
eight-game winning streak. 
“To the 49ers and to my 
brother, I can’t tell you 
enough how proud I am 
of him and the job he’s 
done building that football 
team,” John said of Jim, a 
rookie NFL coach. “That’s 
a football team. The way 
they're built, it’s pretty hard 
to figure out a way to beat 
them.” 

John, 49, and Jim, 47, grew 
up dueling each other in all 
sorts of games. This, how¬ 
ever, was the first time their 
sibling rivalry was displayed 
on a national stage. 

During the final minute, 
John got a Gatorade bath 


By NOAH TRISTER 
DETROIT (AP) — For the first 
season-and-a-half of his 
young career, Ndamukong 
Suh could almost brush off 
talk about his penalties and 
fines, saying he would keep 
doing what was needed to 
help his Detroit Lions. 

On Thursday, Suh was pub¬ 
licly apologizing to his team¬ 
mates after he was ejected 
from a loss to Green Bay. 

It could be several days 
before Suh finds out the 
true cost of his third-quarter 
stomp in Detroit’s 27-15 loss 
to the Packers on Thanks¬ 
giving. An NFL spokesman 
said Friday that plays from 
Week 12 looked at for po¬ 
tential discipline won’t be 
reviewed until all games 
are completed. Detroit 
coach Jim Schwartz was 
curt after Thursday’s defeat 
when asked if he was wor¬ 
ried about a possible sus¬ 
pension. 

“I’m worried about losing 
this game,” Schwartz said. 


from his players — twice. 
After the game ended, the 
brothers hugged at mid- 
field. 

“There’s a saying that says, 
‘As iron sharpens iron, so 
does one man sharpen 
another,”’ Jim said. “And 
I have to say my brother 
John is the sharpest iron 
I’ve ever encountered in 
my life.” 

The Ravens chased, hin¬ 
dered and battered 49ers 
quarterback Alex Smith for 
much of the night despite 
playing without middle 
linebacker Ray Lewis, the 
team’s leading tackier 
and spiritual leader. Lewis 
was inactive for a second 
straight game with a foot 
injury. 

Smith completed 15 of 24 
passes for 140 yards and an 
interception, and San Fran¬ 
cisco (9-2) was held without 
a touchdown for the first 
time this season. Smith nev¬ 
er could get into a rhythm 
against an aggressive de¬ 
fense that rarely let him set 
up in the pocket. 

“It’s tough to get ready for 
a defense like that in a short 
week. They do so many 
things,” he said. “They're a 


Suh was dismissed after 
tangling with Packers of¬ 
fensive linemanEvan Di- 
etrich-Smith. After being 
pushed off Dietrich-Smith, 
Suh stepped down hard 
with his right foot, appear¬ 
ing to make contact with 
Dietrich-Smith’s right arm. 
Suh said he was trying to 
keep his balance while 
freeing himself from the 
brief scuffle. He apologized 
to teammates, coaches 
and fans for “allowing the 
refs to have an opportu¬ 
nity to take me out of this 
game,” but he insisted he 
didn’t intentionally step on 
anyone. “People are going 
to have their own opinions 
— that's fine,” he said. “The 
only (people) that I really 
care about are my team¬ 
mates, my true fans and 
my coaches and their opin¬ 
ions, and that’s where it lies. 
And honestly, the most im¬ 
portant person in this whole 
thing that I have to deal 
with is the man upstairs.” 


great front. At home with 
the crowd noise, they were 
teeing off.” 

Terrell Suggs had three 
sacks for first-place Balti¬ 
more, which moved a half¬ 
game ahead of the Pitts¬ 
burgh Steelers in the AFC 
North. 

“That’s always the game 
plan, to get after the quar¬ 


In less than two seasons 
as a pro, Suh has estab¬ 
lished himself as one of the 
game’s strongest and most 
athletic defensive linemen, 
but he’s also received his 
share of fines. 

Suh requested and re¬ 
ceived a meeting earlier 
this month with Commis¬ 
sioner Roger Goodell to dis¬ 
cuss his play. He said that 
dialogue was helpful, but 


terback, but I think the No. 
1 game plan was to win 
the Harbaugh Bowl,” Suggs 
said. “Coach tried to down¬ 
play it — act like it’s not me 
against my brother, this is 
the Ravens vs. the 49ers 
and let’s get win No. 8 and 
make sure our destiny is in 
our own hands — but it was 
really important to him. We 


now the league will have 
to decide whether more 
discipline is merited after 
he was ejected on national 
television. 

New York Jets coach Rex 
Ryan came up with one 
tongue-in-cheek solution 
Friday. “I’ll be honest with 
you, I think the young man, 
he should be released ... 
and come to the Jets,” 
Ryan joked. □ 


as a team went out there 
and really wanted to win 
for him.” 

Baltimore broke a 6-6 tie 
with a 76-yard, 16-play 
drive that lasted more than 
7y2 minutes and ended 
with an 8-yard touchdown 
pass from Joe Flacco to 
tight end Dennis Pitta with 
14:56 left. Flacco went 4 for 
4 for 34 yards and a touch¬ 
down on third down during 
the drive. 

“When you have that kind 
of game plan — your line 
being so efficient on third 
downs — you have to 
come through,” Flacco 
said. 

Billy Cundiff wrapped up 
the scoring with his third 
field goal, a 39-yarder with 
4:16 remaining. 

In a game dominated by 
both defenses, Flacco fin¬ 
ished 15 for 23 for 161 yards 
and Ray Rice ran for 59 
yards on 21 carries. 

The 49ers began the third 
quarter with a 13-play drive 
that lasted 7'/2 minutes and 
produced a 52-yard field 
goal by David Akers for a 
6-6 tie. 

The key play was an 18- 
yard completion from 
Smith to Michael Crabtree 
on a third-and-17 from the 
San Francisco 26. 

The Ravens responded with 
their lone touchdown drive 
of the game. 

Baltimore sacked Smith four 
times in the first half and 
picked off a pass in taking 
a 6-3 lead. 

The Ravens took the open¬ 
ing kickoff and moved 55 
yards — 38 of them on a 
pair of Flacco-to-Anquan 
Boldin completions — be¬ 
fore Cundiff kicked a 39- 
yard field goal. 

Late in the first quarter, a 
20-yard completion from 
Smith to tight end Vernon 
Davis set up a 45-yard field 
goal by Akers. 

The 49ers blew a chance 
to take the lead when 
Frank Gore was penalized 
for a chop block on a 75- 
yard touchdown pass from 
Smith to Ted Ginn, who got 
behind Cary Williams deep 
down the middle. 

Neither team had much 
luck moving the ball un¬ 
til San Francisco’s Tarell 
Brown was called for pass 
interference on a long pass 
to Torrey Smith. □ 


Suh's stomp won’t be 
reviewed before next week 



This Dec. 12 , 2010 file photo shows Detroit Lions defensive tackle 
Sammie Lee Hill (91), Detroit Lions defensive tackle Andre 
Fluellen (96) and Detroit Lions defensive tackle Ndamukong Suh 
(90) sacking Green Bay Packers quarterback Matt Flynn (10) in 
the second half the NFL football game in Detroit. 

Associated Press 
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Oilers break long drought with win at Wild 



Minnesota Wild’s Clayton Stoner, left, checks Edmonton Oilers’ 
Ryan Smyth, right, during the second period of an NHL hockey 
game Friday, Nov. 25, 2011, in St. Paul, Minn. Edmonton won 
5-2. 

Associated Press 


ST. PAUL, Minnesota (AP) 

— Ryan Nugent-Hopkins 
scored twice to help Ed¬ 
monton notch its first win at 
Minnesota in 18 attempts, 
os the Oilers won 5-2 on 
Friday to close within three 
points of the NHL Northwest 
Division-leading Wild. 

Ryan Smyth hod o goal 
and two assists while Tay¬ 
lor Hall and Shown Horcoff 
also scored for Edmonton, 
which lost won at Minne¬ 
sota in the 2006-07 season. 
Devin Setoguchi and Pierre- 
Marc Bouchard scored for 
the Wild, who lost for the first 
time in six games. Minneso¬ 
ta entered the game with a 
league-best 29 points. 

’^RED WINGS 3, BRUINS 2, SO 
In Boston, Pavel Datsyuk 
and Todd Bertuzzi scored in 
the shootout to lift Detroit 
over Boston, snapping the 
Bruins’ lO-gome winning 
streak. 

Datsyuk and Voltteri Filp- 
pula scored in regulation 
to help the Red Wings win 
their fourth straight. 

Daniel Paille and Patrice 
Bergeron had Boston’s reg¬ 
ulation goals. Nathan Hor¬ 


ton scored in the shootout 
for the Bruins, who hadn't 
lost for four weeks. 

*FLYERS 3, CANADIENS 1 
In Philadelphia, Claude Gir¬ 
oux scored twice to lift Phil¬ 
adelphia over Montreal. 
Jakub Voracek also scored 
for Philadelphia, which got 
all of its goals in the sec¬ 
ond period. Backup goalie 
Sergei Bobrovsky made 23 
saves far the Flyers and im¬ 
proved to 5-1-1. 

Giroux now has 29 points 
(13 goals, 16 assists) this sea¬ 
son. He entered the game 
second in the league be¬ 
hind Toronto’s Phil Kessel. 
Petteri Nokelainen scored 
for the Candiens. 

“GRANGERS 6, CAPITALS 3 
In Washington, Ruslan 
Fedotenko scored twice 
and Ryan Callahan had 
three assists as New York 
set a season high for goals 
in a win aver erratic Wash¬ 
ington. After a scoreless first 
period, the Rangers scared 
three times in a 4:18 span in 
the second. 

Marian Gaborik scored his 
10th goal of the season to 
give New York a 1-0 lead. 


Artem Anisimov and Brad 
Richards had a gaal and 
an assist each. 
Washington's Alex Ovech¬ 
kin broke a six-game skid 
without a goal with his 
eighth of the season — his 
first at home. It came in the 
third period, with the Capi¬ 


tals trailing 5-2. 
*BLACKHAWKS 6, DUCKS 5 

In Anaheim, Patrick Sharp 
scored the tying and go- 
ahead goals in a 2:01 span 
early in the third period to 
complete his second ca¬ 
reer hat trick, and Chicago 
rallied for a victory over 


foundering Anaheim. 
Blackhawks captain Jana- 
than Toews had two goals 
and three assists, help¬ 
ing Chicago end a three- 
game skid and send the 
demoralized Ducks to their 
sixth straight loss. Dave Bol- 
land also scored for the 
Blackhawks. 

Anaheim’s Bobby Ryan, 
playing despite a bruised 
hip, scored twice to end 
an eight-game goal 
draught. Teemu Selanne 
had a pawer-play goal 
and an assist, and Andrew 
Cagliano and Carey Perry 
also scored for the Ducks. 
*DEVILS 1, ISLANDERS 0 
In Uniondale, New York, 
Petr Sykora scored the sole 
goal and Johan Hedberg 
made 23 saves to earn his 
secand shutaut af the sea- 
san and the 19th at his NHL 
career, leading New Jer¬ 
sey aver New Yark. 

Sykora scored with a snap 
shat during a power play 
with 5:47 remaining in the 
second period. 

The Islanders have lost four 
in a row, being outscored 
16-3 over that stretch.□ 


COLLEGE ROUNDUP 



LSU running back Kenny Hilliard (27) dives into the end zone tor o 
touchdown against Arkansasduringthesecondquorteroton NCAA 
college tootboll gome in Baton Rouge, Lo., Friday, Nov. 25,2011. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Page 17 


Mathieu, who was playing 
safety instead of corner- 
back much of the game 
because of Eric Reid's injury 
the previous week, forced 
two turnovers with strips, 
one of which he recovered. 
He now has six farced 
fumbles this season. His 
fifth was a strip of running 
back Dennis Johnson in LSD 
territory late in the first half. 
That set up a touchdown 
drive that put the Tigers 
ahead to stay. 

LSU trailed 14-7 when 
Mathieu fielded Dylan 
Breeding's punt at his awn 
8-yard line, started left. 


made a hard cut straight 
up field, then angled left 
again to break into the 
clear. It was Mathieu’s 
third touchdown of the 
season, his second on 
special teams. LSU’s 
defense sacked Wilson five 
times (twice by Barkevious 
Mingo) and intercepted 
him once, with Morris 
Claiborne making his 
team-leading fifth pickaff 
at the seasan. Wilson 
completed 14 of 22 passes 
for 207 yards, with 60 yards 
on a short pass that Gobi 
Hamilton turned into a 
long gain. The play put 
Arkansas in position to tie 
the game at 21, but LSU’s 


defense forced a field goal 
that made it 21-17, and 
the Razorbacks never got 
closer than that again. 
Jefferson was 18 af 29 
for 208 yards and ane 
touchdawn, a 9-yard pass 
to Russell Shepard that 
gave LSU the lead far goad 
at with 59 secands left in 
the first half. Hilliard finished 
with a career-high 102 
yards rushing on 19 carries, 
while Michael Ford rushed 
11 times for 96 yards. 

=*No.8 HOUSTON 48, TULSA 
16 

In Tulsa, Case Keenum 
threw for 457 yards and five 
touchdawns as Haustan 
beat Tulsa and earned a 
spat in the Conference USA 
championship game. 
Patrick Edwards had 181 


yards receiving and faur 
scares for the Cougars, wha 
set a schoal season record 
by winning their 12th game. 


The 12 straight wins alsa 
match the schcol's Icngest 
winning streak, set aver the 
1990 and ‘91 seasons.Q 
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Lower birth rates for young women tied to economy 



ATLANTA (AP) — The econ¬ 
omy may well be the best 
form of birfh confrol. 

U.S. birfhs dropped for fhe 
fhird sfraighf year — espe¬ 
cially for young mofhers — 
and experfs fhink money 
worries are the reason. 

A federal report released 
Thursday showed declines 
in fhe birth rate for all rac¬ 
es and most age groups. 
Teens and women in their 
early 20s had fhe most dra¬ 
matic dip, to fhe lowest 
rates since record-keeping 
began in fhe 1940s. Also, 
fhe rate of cesarean sec¬ 
tions stopped going up for 
fhe first time since 1996. 
Experfs suspected the 
economy drove down birth 
rates in 2008 and 2009 as 
women put off having chil¬ 
dren. With fhe 2010 figures, 
suspicion has turned info 
certainty. 

“I don't fhink there’s any 
doubt now that if was fhe 
recession. If could not be 
anything else,” said Carl 
Haub, a demographer with 
fhe Population Reference 
Bureau, a Washington, 
D.C.-based research orga¬ 
nization. 

He was not involved in fhe 
new report. 


U.S. births hit an all-time 
high in 2007, at more than 
4.3 million. Over the next 
two years, the number 
dropped to about 4.2 mil¬ 
lion and then about 4.1 mil¬ 
lion. 

Last year, it was down to 
just over 4 million, accord¬ 
ing to the new report from 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

For teens, birth rates 
dropped 9 percent from 
2009. For women in their 


early 20s, they fell 6 per¬ 
cent. For unmarried moth¬ 
ers, the drop was 4 percent. 
Experts believe the down¬ 
ward trend is tied to the 
economy, which officially 
was in a recession from 
December 2007 until June 
2009 and remains weak. 


ROBERT PEAR 
© 2011 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - Dr. Donald 
M. Berwick, the official in 
charge of Medicare and 
Medicaid, who became a 
symbol of all that Repub¬ 
licans dislike in President 
Barack Obama's health 
care policies, said on 
Wednesday that he was 
resigning. 

His temporary recess ap¬ 
pointment was due to ex¬ 
pire at the end of the year. 
He will step down at the 
end of next week. 

Obama first nominated 
Berwick in April 2010, but 

he never received a Sen¬ 
ate confirmation hearing. 
More than 40 Senate Re¬ 
publicans urged the White 
House to withdraw the 
nomination last spring, and 
many vowed to block con¬ 
firmation. 

White House officials and 
Democrats in Congress of¬ 
ten praised Berwick, but did 
not make aggressive efforts 
to help him win confirma¬ 
tion. 

Obama said he would 
nominate Berwick's prin- 


The theory is that women 
with money worries — es¬ 
pecially younger women 
— feel they can’t afford to 
start a family or add to it. 
That’s true of Mary Garrick, 
27, an advertising execu¬ 
tive in Columbus, Ohio. She 
and her husband, David, 
married in 2008 and hoped 
to start having children 
quickly, in part because 
men in his family have died 
in their 40s. But David, 33, 
was laid off that year from 
his nursing job and again 
last year. 

He's working again, but 
worries about the econo¬ 
my linger. “It kind of made 
us cautious about life de¬ 
cisions, like having a fam¬ 
ily. It’s definitely something 
that affected us,” she said. 
Kristi Elsberry, a married 
27-year-old mother of two, 
had a tubal ligation in 2009 
after she had trouble find¬ 
ing a job and she and her 
husband grew worried 
about the financial burden 
of any additional children. 


cipal deputy, Marilyn B. 
Tavenner, to succeed him 
as administrator of the Cen¬ 
ters for Medicare and Med¬ 
icaid Services. 

Tavenner, the secretary of 
the Virginia Department 
of Health and Human Re¬ 
sources when Tim Koine 
was governor, is more of a 
manager and less of a vi¬ 
sionary than Berwick, who 
has been working for more 
than two decades to trans¬ 
form the health care sys¬ 
tem and raise the quality of 


“Kids are so expensive, es¬ 
pecially in this day and 
age. And neither of us think 
anything’s going to get 
better,” said Elsberry, of Le- 
land, N.C. 

Many of the report’s find¬ 
ings are part of a trend and 
not surprising. There was a 
continued decline in the 
percentage of pre-mature 
births at less than 37 weeks 
gestation. And — as in 
years past — birth rates fell 
in younger women but rose 
a little in women 40 and 
older, who face a closing 
biological window for hav¬ 
ing children and may be 
more worried about that 
than the economy. 

But a few of the findings did 
startle experts. 

One involved a statistic 
called the total fertility 
rate. In essence, it tells how 
many children a woman 
can be expected to have if 
current birth rates continue. 
That figure was 1.9 children 
last year. In most years, it’s 
more like 2.1 


care. 

Republicans caricatured 
Berwick as an advocate 
of health care rationing 
because of comments he 
had made before coming 
to Washington. He had, for 
example, lavishly praised 
the British health care sys¬ 
tem. In an interview with a 
biotechnology journal in 
2009, he said, “The decision 
is not whether or not we will 
ration care - the decision is 
whether we will ration with 
our eyes open.”Q 
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Donald Berwick resigning as Medicare, 

Medicaid Chief 



Dr. Donald Berwick, the Medicare administrator, testifies before 
the Senate Finance Committee at the U.S. Capitol in Washington. 
Berwick, President Obama’s appointee to run the program, plans 
to resign on Dec. 2,2011, from the post in face of opposition from 
Republicans in the Senate who refused to make his assignment 
permanent. 

(Drew Angerer/The New York Times) 
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AT&T, Telekom to press ahead with T-Mobile deal 


In this March 20, 2011 file photo combo, shows the logos of the communications company AT & 
T and Deutsche Telekom. AT&T said Friday, Nov. 25, 2011, it is budgeting for $4 billion in break-up 
fees if its attempted purchase with T-Mobile USA falls apart. 

Associated Press 


BERLIN (AP) — Deutsche 
Telekom and AT&T vowed 
Thursday to press ahead 
with the planned sale of 
the German company's T- 
Mobile USA unit to the U.S. 
cell phone operator de¬ 
spite concerns raised by 
American authorities. 

The two companies said 
they had withdrawn ap¬ 
plications to the Federal 
Communications Commis¬ 
sion regarding the merger 
and intended to seek its 
approval again “as soon as 
practical.” 

They took the step “to fa¬ 
cilitate the consideration of 
all options at the FCC and 
to focus their continuing ef¬ 
forts on obtaining antitrust 
clearance for the transac¬ 
tion from the Department 
of Justice,” which filed a 
lawsuit in August to stop the 
deal, AT&T said in a state¬ 
ment. 

“Both companies are con¬ 
tinuing to pursue the sale 
of T-Mobile USA to AT&T,” 
Deutsche Telekom stressed. 
Both U.S. agencies worry 
that the deal would ham¬ 


per competition and lead 
to higher prices for con¬ 
sumers. 

Deutsche Telekom AG and 
AT&T Inc. made their move 
after the chairman of the 
FCC earlier this week came 
out against the merger. 
Julius Genachowski made 
his position known in a 
document he circulated to 
fellow commissioners Tues¬ 
day. 

He recommended sending 
AT&T's proposed $39 billion 
takeover of T-Mobile to an 
administrative law judge 
for review and a hearing. 
That's what the FCC does 
when it opposes a merger. 
As a result of the FCC’s 
move, 

AT&T said it plans to take a 
pretax accounting charge 
of $4 billion in the current 
quarter to reflect the break¬ 
up fees that would be due 
to Deutsche Telekom if reg¬ 
ulators block the deal. 

In Frankfurt, Deutsche 
Telekom shares were down 
0.5 percent by Thursday af¬ 
ternoon at €8.69 ($11.67), 
while the DAX index of 


blue-chip stocks was slight¬ 
ly higher overall. 

The proposed deal, an¬ 
nounced in March, would 
vault the combination of 
America’s No. 2 carrier 
AT&T and No. 4 T-Mobile 
into the top spot ahead of 


Verizon. 

Dallas-based AT&T has 
about 101 million wireless 
subscribers. 

T-Mobile, the Bellevue, 
Washington-based subsid¬ 
iary of Deutsche Telekom 
AG of Germany, has 34 mil¬ 


lion. 

Verizon Wireless, a joint 
venture between Verizon 
Communications Inc. and 
Vodafone Group PLC, has 
about 108 million, while 
Sprint Nextel Corp. has 53 
million.^ 



Qualcomm challenges LCDs through new e-reader 


SAM KIM 

Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 

A new electronic display is 
poised to challenge power- 
hungry LCDs after U.S. mo¬ 
bile chip maker Qualcomm 
Inc. teamed up with a 
South Korean bookseller to 
introduce a new e-reader. 
The “Kyobo eReader” was 
unveiled this week in Seoul 
and will reach South Ko¬ 
rean consumers as early as 
Dec. 1, Kyobo Book Centre 
officials said Thursday. 


The e-reader features Qual¬ 
comm’s 1.0 GHz “Snap¬ 
dragon” processor, a cus¬ 
tom Kyobo application 
based on Android and a 
5.7 inch “XGA” mirasol dis¬ 
play. 

The mirasol display uses am¬ 
bient light instead of its own 
in much the same way that 
a peacock’s plumage gets 
its scintillating hues. Qual¬ 
comm’s mirasols have al¬ 
ready been used in a few 
Chinese and South Korean 
phones, and in an MP3 


player on the U.S. market. 
The display contains tiny 
mirrors that consume pow¬ 
er only when they’re mov¬ 
ing, easing battery drain. 
Mirasol displays also quickly 
change from one image to 
the next and show video. 
The global market for e- 
readers is dominated by 
bright LCDs and grayscale 
“e-ink” screens. LCDs con¬ 
sume relatively more bat¬ 
tery power while e-ink 
screens are slow to refresh. 
The introduction of the e¬ 


reader jointly developed 
by Qualcomm and Kyobo 
signals increasing competi¬ 
tion in the global market for 
tablets. 

U.S. online retailer Amazon, 
com Inc. and bookseller 
Barnes & Noble Inc. have 
recently released tablets of 
their own. Kindle Fire and 
Nook Tablet, and are chal¬ 
lenging Apple’s iPad in pric¬ 
ing. 

Qualcomm CEO Paul Ja¬ 
cobs noted South Koreans’ 
near-100 percent literacy 


rate and digital reading 
skills during a launching 
ceremony in Seoul on Tues¬ 
day, according to the San 
Diego-based company. 
Fifteen-year-old South Ko¬ 
reans scored highest in 
their ability to absorb in¬ 
formation from digital de¬ 
vices, according to a 2009 
study by the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation 
and Development. Over 
80 percent of households 
in South Korea have broad¬ 
band Internet access.Q 
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Italy’s borrowing rates skyrocket, Monti scrambles 


COLLEEN BARRY 
FRANCES D’EMILIO 
ROME (AP) — A week into 
his new job. Premier Mario 
Monti is running out of time 
to reassure nervaus inves- 
tars that his gavernment 
has a strategy to deal with 
Italy’s crippling debts. 

The nation's borrowing 
rates skyrocketed Friday af¬ 
ter a grim set of bond auc¬ 
tions, with a new auction 
looming Tuesday. Another 
borrowing debacle could 
ratchet up fears that Italy 
has entered a debt spiral 
driving it taward bankrupt¬ 
cy and the 17-nation eu¬ 
rozone into its most acute 
crisis yet. 

Monti’s government of so- 
called “technocrats” is 
battling to convince inves¬ 
tors that it has a success¬ 
ful strategy to reduce the 
country’s €1.9 trillion ($2.6 
trillion) debt. But Friday’s 
dismal bond auction results 
for the eurozone’s third 
largest economy tempo¬ 
rarily battered Europe’s 
stock markets. 

The auction outcome also 
is likely to fuel calls for Eu¬ 
ropean Union officials to 
do more to jump-start eco¬ 
nomic growth and the Eu¬ 
ropean Central Bank to 
use more firepower to cool 
down a rapidly escalating 
debt crisis. 

“We still haven’t faund a 
respanse that reassures in¬ 
vestors,” said Jose Manuel 
Barroso, head of the Eu¬ 
ropean Commission. “As 
long as we’re unable to do 
that, we’ll have very serious 
problems and discussions in 
Europe.” He spoke during a 
visit to Portugal, which, like 
eurczcne members Greece 
and Ireland, has taken an 
EU bailaut ta avoid bank¬ 
ruptcy. Stephen Lewis, an 
analyst at Monument Se¬ 
curities, agreed with that 
outlook. “The signs are that 
the euro will need a highly 
skilled financial engineer at 
the controls if it is to with¬ 
stand the strains it is likely to 
face in the five remaining 
weeks of this year,” he said. 
Driving market fears is the 
knawledge that Italy is too 
big for Europe to bail aut. 
Given the size of its debts 
— Italy must refinance €200 
billion by the end of April 
alone — the government is 
depending on investors for 


money. But when borrow¬ 
ing rates get too high that 
can fuel a potentially dev¬ 
astating debt spiral which 
cculd bankrupt the caun- 
try. 

Friday’s auctians showed 
that investars see Italian 
debt as increasingly risky. 
The country had to pay 
an average yield of 7.814 
percent to raise €2 billion 
($2.7 billion) in two-year 
bills — sharply higher than 
the 4.628 percent it paid 
in the previous auction in 


October. And even rais¬ 
ing €8 billion ($10.7 billion) 
for six months proved exor¬ 
bitantly expensive, as the 
yield far that spiked to 6.504 
percent, nearly double 
the 3.535 percent rate last 
manth. 

Following the grim auction 
news, Italy’s borrowing rates 
in the markets shot higher, 
with the 10-year yield spik¬ 
ing 0.34 percentage point 
to 7.30 percent — above 
the 7 percent threshold that 
farced ether eura natians 
into bailouts. Solid returns 
on Wall Street helped Euro¬ 
pean markets recover from 
earlier lasses Friday fueled 
by fears over Italy. 

The EU monetary chief, Olli 
Rehn, also tried to reassure 
markets. After meeting in 
Rome with Monti on Friday, 


he emerged to praise new 
economic reforms that are 
“gaing in the right direc¬ 
tion,” such as liberalizing 
prafessians, encourag¬ 
ing emplayers to hire, and 
making it easier for them to 
transfer workers. 

But Rehn also said he ex¬ 
pects more “bold mea¬ 
sures” to follow. 

Italy must adopt “a com¬ 
prehensive and wide-rang¬ 
ing package of reforms to 
kick-start growth and of¬ 
fer young people not only 


more jobs but also better 
jobs,” the monetary affairs 
cammissioner said. 

Rehn was in Rame to moni¬ 
tor Italy’s campliance with 
pramises ta liberalize its 
labar market, reduce the 
bloated public secter and 
sell some state assets. 
Analyst Raj Badiani, an 
economist at IHS Global In¬ 
sight in London, said Monti 
must deliver more. 

“I don’t think the markets 
have turned against Monti” 
and his “first stab” at prom¬ 
ised reforms, Badiani said. 
“Hawever, I argue that he 
will need ta consider more 
draconian labar market 
reforms to reverse Italy’s 
woeful productivity perfor¬ 
mance since the adoption 
of fhe euro.” 

Ofher analysfs were less 


accommodafing foward 
Monfi, a former European 
Unian campefitian cammis- 
sion wifh a reputafion far 
faking faugh stands. 

“Mario Monti has failed so 
far fo impress bond mar- 
kefs he has the power and 
authority to do what is re¬ 
quired,” said Louise Coo¬ 
per, a markets analyst at 
BGC Partners. 

Monti was appointed to 
replace premier Silvio Ber¬ 
lusconi, whose conserva¬ 
tive coalition squabbled far 


monfhs over measures such 
as pension reform, which 
were urgently sought by EU 
and Eurapean Central Bank 
afficials. 

But Manti has no political 
party behind him, mean¬ 
ing he is at the mercy of 
lawmakers from Ifaly’s infa¬ 
mously bickering parfies fo 
back him on painful doses 
of ausferify, wifh fhe nexf 
election looming in early 
2013. Ifaly was nof fhe only 
euro-using counfry to have 
a disappointing auction this 
week. 

Even Germany — the re- 
gian’s strongest economy 
and the main funder af eu¬ 
rozone bailouts — suffered 
a shock Wednesday when 
if failed fo raise all fhe mon¬ 
ey if sought ifs worsf auc¬ 
tion resulf in decades. □ 



Oil near $97 
a barrel: AP 


NEW YORK (AP) — Oil rose 
Friday affer a see-sawing 
session in posf-holiday, low- 
volume frading, buf was 
down slightly for the week. 
The benchmark far crude 
ail in fhe U.S. rase 60 cenfs 
fa seffle at $96.77 a barrel. It 
drapped $1.84 an Wednes¬ 
day, before markets in the 
U.S. were closed for fhe 
Thanksgiving holiday. On 
fhe week, however, oil losf 
0.7 percenf. Oil had fallen 
earlier as Europe’s debf 
crisis continues fo under¬ 
mine confidence the con¬ 
tinent will avoid recession 
next year. In London, Brent 
crude for January delivery 
fell $1.38 to settle at $106.40 
a barrel on the ICE Futures 
exchange. 

Investor concern that fiscal 
ausferify measures aimed 
af lowering Europe’s debf 
levels will hurf global eco¬ 
nomic growfh and oil de¬ 
mand has helped pull 
crude back frem above 
$103 lasf week. 

Uncertainty abaut con- 
tagian spreading fram 
Greece tc Pcrtugal, Italy, 
Spain and Ireland has be¬ 
gun to undermine confi¬ 
dence in Germany and 
France. 

The yield on Germany’s 10- 
year bond rose above fhe 
10-year UK gavernmenf 
bond for fhe first time since 
2009. And on Friday Stan¬ 
dard & Paar’s downgraded 
Belgium’s financial stand¬ 
ing, citing the country’s 
government stalemate 
and the looming European 
recession. 

“The eurozone sovereign 
crisis is starting to threaten 
the bond markets of even 
fhe most solid European 
ecanomy — Germany,” 
Barclays Capital said in a 
repart. In the U.S., mean¬ 
while, the average price for 
a gallon of gas has fallen fa 
$3.31 (87 cenfs a lifer) from 
$3.38 in jusf a week. 

The discounf is an even 
heftier 20 cenfs a gallon 
(3.8 lifers) compared wifh 
fwo monfhs ago. 

In fact, American shappers 
driving from sfore to store 
on the first weekend of the 
holiday shopping season 
are paying same of the 
lowest prices for gas since 
late winter. □ 



European Commissioner for the Economy Oiii Rehn, ieft, is greeted by Itaiian Premier Mario Monti 
as they meet at Chigi’s Premier paiace in Rome, Friday, Nov. 25, 2011. Itaiy had to pay sharpiy 
higher borrowing rates to entice investors to part with their cash during a coupie of auctions Friday, 
in an acute sign that Europe’s crippiing debt crisis is iaying siege to the euro zone’s third-iargest 
economy. The auction resuits are another sign that the country’s new technocratic government 
faces a big battie to convince that it has a strategy to get a grip on the country’s massive debts. 

(AP Photo/Andrew Medichini) 
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S&P’s lowers sovereign credit rating on Beigium 



Former Greek Prime Minister George Popondreou addresses the audience during the Progressive 
Conference of the European Socialists party in Brussels, Friday, Nov. 25, 2011. 

(AP Photo/Yves Logghe) 


“Now the time has really 
come for parties to take up 
their responsibility and form 
a government with full pow¬ 
ers," Leterme said. 

In a statement. Standard & 
Poor's said Leterme’s care¬ 
taker government “lacks 
a mandate to implement 
deeper fiscal and structur¬ 
al reforms.” The country's 
yields on long-term bonds 
are closing in on 6 percent 
— getting closer to the 7 
percent financial danger 
zone that has pushed other 
European nations into in¬ 
ternational bailouts. “If we 
have to go to the markets 
next week to refinance our 
debt, the downgrading 
could make sure that we 


have to pay an even high¬ 
er price,” Leterme said on 
VTM network. 

Leterme aims to get the 
budget deficit down to 2.8 
percent of gross domes¬ 
tic product in 2012, but 
the European Union is far 
from convinced, forecast¬ 
ing a wider shortfall of 4.6 
percent for the country. It 
is also forecasting that Bel¬ 
gium's debt-to-GDP ratio 
will break through the 100 
percent barrier in 2013 with¬ 
out big budget reforms. 

The record-long nego¬ 
tiations since the June 13, 
2010, election have been 
hobbled by fundamental 
differences over Belgium's 
future.□ 


Euro falls to 7V2-week low against dollar 



RAF CASERT 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — Standard 
& Poor's downgraded Bel¬ 
gium's financial standing 
Friday, citing the country's 
government stalemate 
and a looming European 
recession. Spurred on by 
the ratings agency's cut, 
six leading parties hurriedly 
resumed talks to agree on 
a 2012 budget to contain 
Belgium's high debt and 
deficit, two more reasons 
why the country has come 
under increasing pressure 
from financial markets this 
week. 

In a sign that financial con¬ 
tagion is spreading across 
Europe, the agency cut 
Belgium's credit rating from 
AA+ to AA, a move coming 
two days after Germany 
fared surprisingly poorly at 
a bond auction. 

Belgium has been without 
a permanent government 
for 530 days, as a series of 


negotiators has struggled 
without success to bridge 
the country's divide be¬ 
tween its French and Dutch 
speakers. 

“In our opinion, protracted 
political uncertainty re¬ 
mains a risk to its creditwor¬ 
thiness,” the ratings agency 
said. Caretaker Prime Min¬ 
ister Yves Leterme said “we 
really need strong signals 
now” from the six political 
parties trying to resolve the 
2012 budget. He said the 
six parties needed a deal 
“tonight, the coming days 
— but preferably before we 
hit the market again” Mon¬ 
day. 

After negotiators reached 
a constitutional deal two 
month ago giving regions 
more autonomy, talks are 
now stuck over how much 
austerity measures and in¬ 
creased taxes should be 
part of an €11 billion ($14.8 
billion) package to keep 
spending within limits. 


NEW YORK (AP) — The euro 
fell to Z'A-week low against 
dollar as Italian borrowing 
rates soared, raising fears 
that Europe's debt crisis is 
spreading to the region's 
larger economies. 

Italy had to pay an aver¬ 
age yield of 7.814 percent 
in two-year bonds, nearly 
double what the country 
had to pay a month ago. 
The higher rates are a sign 
that investors are worried 
the country may not be 
able to pay its debts. 

The euro fell to $1.3230 late 
Friday from $1.3333 late 
Thursday. The euro fell to 
$1.3211 earlier, its lowest 
point since Oct. 4. 

The euro has fallen about 
2.2 percent this week on 
concerns about Europe. 
Those concerns escalated 
Wednesday after Germany 
said it didn't raise as much 


money as hoped at a bond 
auction. Germany is Eu¬ 
rope's strongest economy, 
and investors worried that 
it could be sucked into the 
region's growing debt crisis. 
The dollar was also mostly 
higher against other curren¬ 
cies. The British pound fell to 


$1.5433 from $1.5489. The 
dollar rose to 77.76 Japa¬ 
nese yen from 77.15 yen 
and to 0.9318 Swiss franc 
from 0.9199 Swiss franc. 
Meanwhile, the dollar rose 
to 1.0503 Canadian dol¬ 
lar from 1.0468 Canadian 
dollar.Q 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★★★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Russian ruler’s 
title of old 

5 Happen 

10 Closed sac 

14 Astronaut Sally 

15 Steann bath 

16 Thick cord 

17 Perched 
upon 

18 Top of a wave 

19 Part of the eye 

20 Delude 

22 Disease 

24 Hearing organ 

25 Prayerful 

26 Olympic skater 
_ Hamilton 

29 Depressed 

30 Gallant 

34 Sheltered bay 

35 Chum 

36 Spreading tree 

37 _ bandage; 
elastic wrap 

38 Superintendent 

40 Fib 

41 Artist Rockwell 

43 Compete 

44 Land devoted 
to agriculture 

45 Hell’s ruler 

46 Franklin or 
Gazzara 

47 Full of 
interesting info 

48 One with a 
never-ending 
sentence 

50 Source of light 
and heat 

51 A, an or the 

54 Tying up 

58 Glacier 
breakaway 

59 Significant 
special partner 

61 At any time 

62 Tilt 

63 Blackboard 

64 Seldom seen 

65 Lawn trees 

66 Family car 

67 Winter weather 

DOWN 

1 Stuff 

2 Tubular pasta 
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3 Turmoils 

4 _with; full of 

5 Movie award 

6 Jack or deuce 

7 Actor’s hint 

8 Left never 
verbalized 

9 Numerical 
comparison 

10 Deep purplish red 

11 Days of 
yesteryear 

12 Twirl 

13 Examination 
21 Have a feast 
23 Of the moon 

25 Idle talk 

26 Reads over 
quickly 

27 Warm drink 

28 Obvious 

29 _ Antonio, TX 

31 Regulation 

32 Lions’ dens 

33 Foe 

35 “Peter 

36 Buzzing insect 
38 _-depressive; 

bipolar 


Friday’s Puzzle Solved 
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39 _ rummy; card 
game 

42 Speaks evil of 
44 Wheel guards 

46 Hard-shelled 
bug 

47 Religious sister 

49 Dentist’s advice 

50 Blaring alarm 


51 Competent 

52 Become dizzy 

53 Mine car 

54 Fraternity letter 

55 Lendl of tennis 

56 Fiddling Roman 
emperor 

57 Became larger 
60 Owned 
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Today in History 


The Associated Press 
Today is Saturday, Novem¬ 
ber 26, the 330th day of 
2011. There are 35 days left 
in the year. 

Highlights in history on this 
date: 

1095 - Pope Urban urges 
the faithful to wrest the Holy 
Land from the Muslims, her¬ 
alding start of Crusades. 
1580 - Peace of Fleix ends 
Seventh War of Religion in 
France. 

1648 - Pope Innocent X 
condemns Peace of West¬ 
phalia, which ended 30 
Years War one month ear¬ 
lier. 

1716 - A lion is first exhibited 
in America. 

1764 - Jesuit order is sup¬ 
pressed in France. 

1789 - A day of Thanksgiv¬ 
ing is set aside by U.S. Presi¬ 
dent George Washington 
to observe the adoption of 
America’s Constitution. 
1812 - French army meets 
disaster in retreating across 
Russia's Beresina River. 

1825 - The first U.S. college 
social fraternity. Kappa 
Alpha, is formed at Union 
College in Schenectady, 
New York. 

1857 - First Australian Parlia¬ 
ment opens in Melbourne. 
1896 - Russia discloses plan 
to seize Constantinople if 
Britain intervenes in Crete. 
1922 - King Tutankhamen’s 
tomb is opened in Egypt. 

1939 - Soviet Union attacks 
Finland leading to 105-day 
Winter War. 

1940 - Half-million Jews 
of Warsaw, Poland, are 
ordered to live within a 
walled ghetto. 

1942 - The film “Casablan¬ 
ca,” starring Humphrey Bo¬ 
gart and Ingrid Bergman, 
has its world premiere at 
the Hollywood Theater in 
New York. 

1943 - The HMT Rohna, a 
British transport ship carry¬ 
ing U.S. soldiers, is hit by a 
German missile off Algeria; 
1,138 men are killed, includ¬ 
ing 1,015 American troops. 

1949 - India adopts con¬ 
stitution as federal repub¬ 
lic within British Common¬ 
wealth. 

1950 - China enters the Ko- 





Today is lllona Staller's 
birthday 

rean conflict, launching a 
counteroffensive against 
soldiers from the United Na¬ 
tions, the United States and 
South Korea. 

1965 - France launches its 
first satellite, sending a 41- 
kilogram (92-pound) cap¬ 
sule into orbit. 

1967 - Death toll is put at 
250 in floods in central Por¬ 
tugal. 

1970 - A Bolivian painter, 
disguised as a priest, tries to 
kill Pope Paul VI in Manila, 
Philippines, but pontiff es¬ 
capes injury. 

1975 - A federal jury in Sac¬ 
ramento, California, finds 
Lynette “Squeaky” From- 
me, a follower of Charles 
Manson, guilty of trying to 
assassinate U.S. President 
Gerald Ford. 

1978 - Muslim religious lead¬ 
ers and politicians seeking 
to topple Shah of Iran call 
general strike that virtually 
paralyzes the country. 

1986 - Iranian missile slams 
into crowded residen¬ 
tial district of Baghdad, 
Iraq, killing 48 civilians and 
wounding 52. 

1987 - Powerful typhoon 
whips across Philippines, kill¬ 
ing 270 people and dam¬ 
aging or destroying 14,000 


homes. 

1989 - El Salvador breaks 
relations with Nicaragua 
after weapons-loaded 
plane from that country is 
downed in El Salvador. 

1990 - Five permanent 
members of U.N. Security 
Council agree on peace 
plan for Cambodia. 

1991 - UNICEF says fighting 
and crop failures in south¬ 
ern Sudan have forced 
unprecedented exodus of 
200,000 people. 

1992 - An aid agency pre¬ 
dicts disaster if the United 
States sends a large mili¬ 
tary force to Somalia; Brit¬ 
ain’s Queen Elizabeth II 
announces she would start 
paying taxes on her per¬ 
sonal income and take her 
children off the national 
payroll. 

1994 - A major offensive by 
the Russian-backed oppo¬ 
sition fails to wrest Grozny, 
the capital of Ghechnya 
from its government. 

1995 - Rebel jets bomb Ka¬ 
bul, the Afghan capital, kill¬ 
ing 35 people and wound¬ 
ing 140 others. 

1996 - Supporters of Presi¬ 
dent Alexander Lukash¬ 
enko break away from Be¬ 
larus’ Parliament, setting up 
their own assembly. 

1997 - Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein invites foreign ex¬ 
perts to live in his “presiden¬ 
tial palaces” to prove that 
he has nothing to hide. The 
palaces remain closed to 
weapons inspectors. 

1999 - A Norwegian high¬ 
speed passenger ferry car¬ 
rying 85 people sinks in the 
North Sea off western Nor¬ 
way, killing 16 people. 

2000 - Florida certifies 
George W. Bush as the win¬ 
ner of the state’s electoral 
votes for the U.S. presiden¬ 
tial election. U.S. Vice Presi- 


OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS! 


FOR SALE 

pBlnu, fuO^ lumistwt 1 
bfidf^CKHTt corKlci, 
miMlfinanc4 
Greal femlal tifsiorv 
Prhwl bBlDW rrwkat. 

Asllng 170.0011.00 obo 



dent and Democratic rival 
Al Gore challenges the de¬ 
cision. 

2001 - Former French intel¬ 
ligence chief General Paul 
Aussaressess says in testi¬ 
mony that the orders he is¬ 
sued to torture and kill pris¬ 
oners during the Algerian 
independence war were 
justifiable acts of duty. 

2002 - Attorney Gloria All- 
red asks California authori¬ 
ties to investigate singer Mi¬ 
chael Jackson because of 
news videotape of the star 
holding his baby son over a 
fourth-floor railing at a hotel 
in Germany.Q 
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Study: Humans were catching tuna 42K years ago 


ALICIA CHANG 

AP Science Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 

Humans were expert deep- 
sea fishermen as far baek as 
42,000 years ago, hauling in 
tuna, sharks and barraeudas, 
new researeh suggests. 

Fish appeared in the human 
diet about 1.9 million years 
ago. Early eatehers waded into 
freshwater lakes and streams 
without the need for boats or 
eomplex tools. It wasn’t until 
later that humans deeided to 
ply the oeean in seareh of fish. 
The latest evidenee eomes 
from an exeavation on the 
southeast Asian island of East 
Timor where remains of tuna 
and other deep-water fish 


were uncovered inside a cave. 
Using dating techniques, a 
team led by archaeologist Sue 
O’Connor of Australian Na¬ 
tional University determined 
the age to be 42,000 years old 
— making it the earliest evi¬ 
dence for ocean fishing. 

The findings were reported 
in Friday’s issue of the jour¬ 
nal Science. Since catching 
tuna and marine fish requires 
tools and advance planning, 
this meant people must have 
developed the mental and 
technological know-how to 
exploit the sea. “It increases 
our insight into the develop¬ 
ing abilities of early modern 
people,” Eric Delson, an an¬ 
thropologist at Lehman Col- 
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This 2005 photo provided by Sue O’Connor/Australian National University shows an excavation 
site showing fish bones and hooks at a cave in East Timor. New research published in the journal 
Science suggests humans were deep-sea fishing 42,000 years ago, much earlier than believed. 
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lege of the City University of 
New York who had no role in 
the research, said in an email. 
Early anglers probably fash¬ 
ioned boats by tying logs 
together and used nets and 
sharpened pieces of wood or 
shells as hooks, said Kathlyn 
Stewart, a research scientist at 
the Canadian Museum of Na¬ 
ture, who was not part of the 
study. □ 
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Pentagon visit ahead for 
veteran who’s dance champ 


WASHINGTON (AP) — De¬ 
fense Secretary Leon Pa- 
netta has invited soldier- 
turned-actor J.R. Martinez, 
who just won the most 
recent “Dancing with the 
Stars” competition, to the 
Pentagon for meeting. 

A Pentagon spokesman 
says Panetta called Marti¬ 
nez on Friday and told the 
dancing champion that he 
demonstrated the strength 
and resilience of wounded 
veterans. 

Capt. John Kirby soys Mar¬ 
tinez credited his military 
training for his performance 
during the competition 
broadcast on ABC. 

Kirby says details about Pa¬ 
netta's meeting with Marti¬ 
nez are being work out. 

The 28-year-old Martinez 
was severely burned over 



War veteran and actor J.R. 
Martinez, winner of the “Danc¬ 
ing with the Stars” celebrity 
dance competition, appears 
on “Good Morning America” 
in New York, Wednesday, Nov. 
23, 2011. 

Associated Press 

more than 40 percent of 
his body when the Humvee 
he was driving for the U.S. 
Army struck a land mine in 
2003.a 


Georg e Mic hael treated for 
pneumonia, cancels tour 



LONDON (AP) — George 
Michael has postponed 
all his remaining 2011 tour 
dates as he recovers from 
pneumonia, the singer’s 
publicist said Friday. 
Michael was hospitalized in 
Vienna, Austria earlier this 
week. A statement from 
publicist Connie Filippello 
said the 48-year-old former 
Wham! singer “is respond¬ 
ing to treatment and slowly 
improving.” 

Michael “is ill with pneumo¬ 
nia and any other specu¬ 
lation regarding his illness 
is unfounded and untrue,” 
the statement said. 

Two Austrian doctors treat¬ 
ing Michael said he had 
“severe community ac¬ 


quired pneumonia,” but 
“his condition has stabi¬ 
lized and he is responding 
to treatment.” They said he 
needed time to regain his 
strength. 

“From the current point of 
view, the time until recov¬ 
ery cannot be estimated, 
but he will not be able 
to perform the rest of the 
tour,” Dr. Christoph Zielinski 
and Dr. Thomas Staudinger 
said in a statement. “Be¬ 
sides medical treatment, 
complete rest, and peace 
and quiet are mandatory.” 
The singer has postponed 
dates in Liverpool, Shef¬ 
field, Newcastle, Glasgow, 
Birmingham, Manchester 
and London. □ 


So big, Performa now misses the point 



Performers during a scene of “Bliss,” the winner of the Performa 11 inaugural Malcolm McLaren 
Award, by Ragnar Kjartansson, in an undated handout photo. Performa 11, the visual art perfor¬ 
mance biennial, has come to an end, completing its sprawling three-week marathon with an 
award ceremony on Monday. 

(Paula Court via The New York Times) 


ROBERTA SMITH 
© 2011 New York Times 

Performa 11, the visual art 
performance biennial, has 
come and gone, complet¬ 
ing its sprawling three-week 
marathon with an awards 
ceremony Monday. It left 
me feeling once more 
grateful for its artistic lar¬ 
gesse and revelations, if a 
bit more dazed and con¬ 
fused than usual. 

Founded in 2005 by the 
performance-art historian 
turned impresario RoseLee 
Goldberg, Performa is by 
definition a mutable beast, 
different each time out, 
and each time stuffed with 
events of a highly diverse 
character. Two big ques¬ 
tions seemed to haunt this 
year's version. 

First, has it gotten too big? 
I would say yes. Goldberg 
has said she founded the 
biennial because she was 
tired of seeing perfor¬ 
mance art relegated to the 
fringe of museum bienni¬ 
als. And, admittedly, it was 
not small to begin with. But 
Performa, which has gone 
from 80 events crammed 
into 16 days in 2005, to 130 
packed into 21 now, has 
gotten so large that no 
matter how much you pri¬ 
oritize and plan, much of 
it is marginalized because 
you just can’t get there. 

The second question, more 
complex, is, has it lost its fo¬ 


cus on performance art, or 
more precisely on “visual 
art performance”? The an¬ 
swer may depend on which 
of the several possible Per- 
formas you saw. I stuck to 
the commissions, seeing 12 
of the 13 events that Perfor¬ 
ma produced on its own or 
in collaboration with other 
organizations, figuring they 
best represented its ambi¬ 
tion and character. Going 
by these, I would say that 
a recommitment to perfor¬ 
mance art is in order, along 
with an added effort to 
find newness in the genre. 
There were only two truly 
stand-out events this year: 
Liz Magic Laser’s “I Feel 
Your Pain” and Ragnar Kjar- 
tansson’s “Bliss,” the winner 
of Performa’s inaugural 
$10,000 Malcolm McLaren 
Award. There should have 
been more. 

According to its news 
release, the “research 
theme” - whatever that 
means - of Performa 11 
was “Language, Transla¬ 
tion and Misinformation.” 
In this spirit, commissions 
made use of works by Sam¬ 
uel Beckett, Tennessee Wil¬ 
liams, Ingmar Bergman and 
Mozart. But more plebian 
material was also used: 
television interviews with 
politicians, the intimate In¬ 
ternet sexting between a 
pair of online-only lovers, 
and the stories implied by a 


series of snapshots of wed¬ 
dings discovered on a cell¬ 
phone in a New York taxi. 
The goal, according to that 
release, was to “investi¬ 
gate the use of language 
in the field of performance 
by visual artists versus that 
of theater actors.” This 
seems a little redundant, 
given that Performa takes 
place in New York and is 
surrounded by theaters full 
of actors; the contrast is al¬ 
ready there. The phrase’s 
blandness suggests some¬ 
thing Goldberg made up 
when she realized how 
many of her main events 
were tending toward con¬ 
ventional theater. 

In retrospect, the words 
reflect both the problems 
that plagued Performa 11 
and its strange contrapun¬ 
tal energy. Namely its com¬ 
missions, at least, formed 
a kind of argument about 
what is and is not perfor¬ 
mance art, or, more spe¬ 
cifically, what constitutes 
a particular kind of perfor¬ 
mance art that is implied 
by the term “visual art per¬ 
formance.” 

The argument was in many 
ways between events in 
which actors followed 
scripts, and events in 
which things proceeded 
in a much less predictable, 
more open-ended fashion. 
In these instances there was 
little if any theatrical illusion 
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Laura Osnes is a shooting star in ‘Bonnie 

MARK KENNEDY 
AP Drama Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Laura 
Osnes is still in that pinch- 
me-l-must-be-dreaming 
phase. 

The 25-year-old actress is 
now starring in her third 
Broadway show, and origi¬ 
nating a role for the first 
time, only four years after 
landing in New York by way 
of an unlikely vehicle: a re¬ 
ality TV show. 

“I think if I hod written it 
out myself, I wouldn’t have 
planned it as good as this. 

In my wildest dreams, I 
never would have imag¬ 
ined all of the amazing op¬ 
portunities that I've had," 

Osnes says during a break 
in rehearsals for “Bonnie & 

Clyde,” which has music by 
Frank Wildhorn. 

Thanks to talent and some 
good luck, Osnes has 
speedily gone from per¬ 
forming “Grease” in din¬ 
ner theater in Minneapolis 
to doing the same musical 
on Broadway after winning 
NBC's “Grease: You’re the 
One That I Wont” in 2007. 

After that, she replaced 
Kelli O’Hara in “South Pacif- 



In this Nov. 23,2011 photo, actress Laura Osnes poses for a portrait in her dressing room at the Ger¬ 
ald Schoenfeld Theatre before a performance of “Bonnie & Clyde”, in New York. 

Associated Press 


ic” and got the chance to 
sing and dance alongside 
her hero Sutton Foster in 
“Anything Goes." Now her 
two-ond-a-half-year invest¬ 
ment in bank robber Bonnie 
is about to pay aft. 

“This is my first ariginat- 
ing rale so it’s just been so 
exciting to be part of this 


process pretty much from 
the ground up," she says. 
“It was kind of magical 
how the whole thing hap¬ 
pened." 

Osnes initially auditianed 
for an earlier Wildhorn mu¬ 
sical — “Wanderland,” an 
updated telling of “Alice in 
Wonderland." She last the 


lead role of Alice to Janet 
Dacal but Wildhorn, the 
composer of such Broad¬ 
way shows as “Jekyll & 
Hyde” and “The Scarlet 
Pimpernel,” was impressed. 
“He said, ‘I think yau’re taa 
young for Alice, but I’m 
working on this other musi¬ 
cal that I think you might 


Stockard Channing eyes ‘Other Desert’ return 


MARK KENNEDY 
AP Drama Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Stockard 
Channing plans to return to 
a Broadway stage Friday 
night for the first time since 
undergoing arthroscopic 
surgery on her right knee 
just five days ago. 

The 67-year-old Tony 
Award-winning actress said 
in an interview at the Booth 
Theatre a few hours before 
Friday’s show time that she 
hopes she can reclaim her 
part in “Other Desert Cities" 
despite swelling and pain. 
Recavery time after surgery 
far such injuries is usually 
at least two weeks — and 
that’s for professional ath¬ 
letes. “Obviously, I’m not 
out here playing football. 
I’m just out here walking 
around in high heels. So 
blame it on the Manolos," 
Channing jaked. 

Dressed in a black shirt and 
sneakers, the actress railed 
up the leg on her sweat 
pants to reveal two small 
bandages around her right 
knee and very little swelling. 


She’s been using crutches 
and a wheelchair. 

“This is maybe stupid. I dan’t 
knew. But if it daesn’t blow 
up or get painful. I’m doing 
the right thing,” she says. “I 
think I will be OK. I hope it 
will be OK.” 

The Jon Robin Baitz play, 
about a wealthy, dysfunc¬ 
tional family wrestling with a 
deep secret, opened Nov. 
3. Channing felt her knee 
collapse backstage after 
the Nav. 18 evening show 
and missed seven perfor¬ 
mances. She underwent 
surgery on Monday after- 
naon and is taking an anti¬ 
inflammatory drug. She is 
also routinely icing the injury 
and sitting with her legs ele¬ 
vated. Producers are trying 
to accommodate Chan¬ 
ning by supplying her with 
shaes with a smaller heel 
on stage, slightly changing 
same scenes sc she wcn’t 
have to move around as 
much, and ferrying her be¬ 
tween acts in a wheelchair. 
She hopes those measures 
will only last a few weeks 



In this June 7, 2009, file photo, 
actress Stockard Channing ar¬ 
rives at the 63rd Annual Tony 
Awards in New York. 

Associated Press 

but expects to miss some 
matinees because she 
dcesn’t want to perform 
twice in one day. 

The play also features 
Stacy Keach, Judith Light, 
Thomas Sadcski and Ra¬ 
chel Griffiths in her Broad¬ 
way debut. It is directed by 
Joe Mantello. During the 
performances she missed, 
Channing was replaced by 
an understudy. 


Channing has been a fix¬ 
ture on stage, TV and film 
since making her debut as 
an undergrad in a Harvard 
University producticn of 
“The Threepenny Opera." 
She first hit Broadway in 
1971 in “Two Gentlemen of 
Verona" and her early film 
credits include the 1978 
movie version of “Grease," 
in which she played bad 
girl Rizzo. 

She won the 1985 Tony for 
her role in “Joe Egg,” and 
went cn tc act in “Six De¬ 
grees of Separation" on 
stage and in the film ver- 
sicn, which earned her an 
Oscar nomination. She is 
perhaps best known for her 
role as the first lady on the 
former NBC series “The West 
Wing,” where she spent 
time in a wheelchair after 
breaking her left ankle. 

She was last on Broadway 
in the 2008 update of the 
Richard Ragers-Larenz Hart 
musical “Pal Joey” and 
sang a beautiful renditian 
of “Bewitched, Bothered 
and Bewildered. ”□ 


& Clyde’ 

actually be really great for. 
It’s a new musical about 
Bonnie and Clyde.”’ 

It turned out that even in 
defeat, Osnes had dodged 
a bullet: “Wonderland” 
was savaged by critics 
by the time it arrived on 
Broadway, and Osnes real¬ 
izes that some people will 
be leery of Wildhorn’s new 
work. 

“If people come in skep¬ 
tical, fine by us. Because 
we’ll blow you away," she 
says. “It’s Frank’s best work 
ever. I’m a big fan of his 
and I lave singing every 
sang. I never get sick at 
them. I’ve been singing the 
scngs far three years and 
it’s still magic.” 

Osnes has been with “Bon¬ 
nie & Clyde" from the very 
beginning, playing Bon¬ 
nie as it matured during 
monthlong stints at the La 
Jolla Playhouse in southern 
California in the autumn of 
2009 and then at the Asola 
Repertory Theatre in Sara- 
sata, Florida, a year later. 

In between those two 
stretches, she was tempted 
by anather after. She was in 
the final running for a spot 
in “Bring It On: The Musi¬ 
cal," a show loosely based 
on the popular 2000 movie 
about competing high 
school cheerleading teams 
that starred Kirsten Dunst, 
Gabrielle Union and Eliza 
Dushku, and praduced a 
cauple at sequels. 

Osnes had ta choase — 
gun-toting Bonnie or a 
pom-pom wielding cheer¬ 
leader? A proven brand 
name or an original musi¬ 
cal? Which was worthier 
of her investment in time? 
And which had the best 
shot of being a success or 
making it ta Braadway? 

“I just have learned in this 
business that yau really 
have to follow your heart. 
That’s what I did," she says, 
pointing to the “Bonnie & 
Clyde” script. “My heart 
was attached already ta 
the people and the proj¬ 
ect." 

Christopher Ashley, the ar¬ 
tistic directcr at the La Jalla 
Playhouse and who direct¬ 
ed the Broadway shows 
“Memphis” and “Xanadu,” 
is glad Osnes stuck with 
Bonnie. She even worked 
with the creative team to 
deepen the character.Q 
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Counting really small blessings 



GAIL COLLINS 
© 2011 New York Times 

This year I am giving thanks for 
the Republican presidential de¬ 
bates. 

Didn’t see that one coming, did 
you? 

I have a real tolerance for bor¬ 
ing television, having watched 
at least two series now on the 
air about people who bid on 
abandoned storage lockers, as 
well as several segments of the 
show about extreme coupon¬ 
collecting. So the debates ore 
right up my alley. After the 10th 
or 11th episode, you get o feel¬ 
ing of up-close interaction pre¬ 
viously reserved for people who 
live in Iowa and New Hampshire, 
where voters ore so entitled that 
they find it hard to support any¬ 
body who hasn’t been to the 
house for dinner, or possibly o 
sleepover. 

You come to know everybody’s 
special gimmicks. Newt Gin¬ 
grich will soy something snotty 
to the moderators to show he 
hates the news medio. When¬ 
ever Rick Perry gets lost in the 
verbal weeds, he has token to 
demanding that Congress be 
mode port time. Michele Boch- 
monn points out that she’s hod 
23 foster children. Mitt Romney’s 
special thing is to swear that, 
unlike President Barack Obomo, 
he will not apologize for the Unit¬ 
ed States. Which Obama never 
did. 

Meanwhile, Romney’s cam¬ 
paign was running on od in New 
Hampshire that purported to 
show Obomo in 2008, saying: 
“If we keep talking about the 
economy, we’re going to lose.’’ 
Which was actually Obomo 
quoting John McCain’s cam¬ 
paign. Romney has o long and 
well-documented history of 
changing his positions. This time 
around, he is apparently also 
planning to just moke things up. 
But about the debates. My fa¬ 
vorite this week was the Thanks¬ 
giving Family Forum, in which 
everybody in the race who isn’t 
o Mormon went to Iowa to com¬ 
pete for the love of the Christian 
right. This was the one in which 


Rick Perry assured the audi¬ 
ence that because of his strong 
onti-obortion stance he would 
immediately end the policy of 
sending Chino “billions of dol¬ 
lars’’ in U.S. foreign aid. 

Who knew? Truly, it was the most 
interesting TV moment since I 
watched somebody bid way 
too much money for on aban¬ 
doned storage locker contain¬ 
ing fake leather furniture and o 
portrait of cots with big eyes. 
The CNN notional security de¬ 
bate hod fewer cheap thrills, 
although it was fun hearing Her¬ 
man Coin coll Wolf Blitzer “Blitz.’’ 
Also there was Michele Boch- 
monn’s description of her role in 
the debt-ceiling crisis. (“And my 
voice said this: I said it’s time for 
us to draw o line in the sand.’’) 
It seemed to suggest she hod 
come to see herself in the third 
person. Or maybe os on oracle. 
Or o ventriloquist. 

These ore the moments that get 
you through the long, hard pe¬ 
riods where everybody but Ron 
Paul is competing to see who 
con promise to do the toughest 
things to Iron. (Let Israel bomb 
them! Bomb them ourselves! 
Let’s assassinate some nuclear 
scientists!) 

This week’s biggest drama was 
the Newt Has o Heart Moment, 
when Gingrich said he believed 
on undocumented immigrant 
who hod “been here 25 years 
and you got three kids and two 
grondkids, you’ve been pay¬ 
ing taxes and obeying the low, 
you belong to o local church’’ 
should be given some avenue 
to legal status. Bochmonn in¬ 
stantly and repeatedly claimed 
Newt was talking about “11 mil¬ 
lion people,’’ which sounds like 
one heck of o lot of 25-year-res- 
ident grandparents. 

“Amnesty is o magnet,’’ said 
Romney, who has spent two 
presidential campaigns brand¬ 
ing his opponents os amnesty- 
givers. 

You could see Perry’s face light 
up. This was so clearly his mo¬ 
ment to point out that Mitt Rom¬ 
ney used to hove illegal immi¬ 
grants mowing his lawn. 

“Here we go again, Mitt. You 
and I, standing by each other 
again, and you used the words 
about the magnets,’’ Perry 
started. But you could almost 
hear the alarms going off. The 
candidates hove been urged/ 
bullied/blockmoiled into avoid¬ 
ing personal attacks on one an¬ 
other. 

“And that’s one of the things 
that we obviously hove to do, 
is to stop those magnets of - for 
individuals to come in here,’’ 
Perry concluded, retreating fast. 
Nobody even noticed, since he 
talks like that even when he is 
saying what he intended to soy. 
This is totally unfair to the loyal 
debate watchers. □ 



We are the 99.9 percent 



PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2011 New York Times 

“We are the 99 percent’’ is a 
great slogan. It correctly defines 
the issue as being the middle 
class versus the elite (as op¬ 
posed to the middle class versus 
the poor). And it also gets past 
the common but wrong estab¬ 
lishment notion that rising in¬ 
equality is mainly about the well 
educated doing better than the 
less educated; the big winners 
in this new Gilded Age hove 
been o handful of very wealthy 
people, not college graduates 
in general. 

If anything, however, the 99 
percent slogan aims too low. A 
large fraction of the top 1 per¬ 
cent’s gains hove actually gone 
to on even smaller group, the 
top 0.1 percent - the richest 
one-thousondth of the popula¬ 
tion. And while Democrats, by 
and large, wont that super-elite 
to moke at least some contribu¬ 
tion to long-term deficit reduc¬ 
tion, Republicans wont to cut 
the super-elite’s taxes even os 
they slosh Social Security, Medi¬ 
care and Medicaid in the name 
of fiscal discipline. 

Before I get to those policy dis¬ 
putes, here are a few numbers. 
The recent Congressional Bud¬ 
get Office report on inequal¬ 
ity didn’t look inside the top 1 
percent, but on earlier report, 
which only went up to 2005, did. 
According to that report, be¬ 
tween 1979 and 2005 the infla¬ 
tion-adjusted, ofter-tox income 


of Americans in the middle of 
the income distribution rose 21 
percent. The equivalent number 
for the richest 0.1 percent rose 
400 percent. 

For the most port, these huge 
gains reflected o dramatic 
rise in the super-elite’s shore of 
pretax income. But there were 
also large tax cuts favoring the 
wealthy. In particular, taxes on 
capital gains are much lower 
than they were in 1979 - and 
the richest one-thousondth of 
Americans account for half of oil 
income from capital gains. 
Given this history, why do Re¬ 
publicans advocate further tax 
cuts for the very rich even os 
they worn about deficits and 
demand drastic cuts in social in¬ 
surance programs? 

Well, aside from shouts of “class 
warfare!’’ whenever such ques¬ 
tions ore raised, the usual an¬ 
swer is that the super-elite are 
“job creators’’ - that is, that they 
moke o special contribution 
to the economy. So what you 
need to know is that this is bod 
economics. In fact, it would be 
bod economics even if America 
hod the idealized, perfect mar¬ 
ket economy of conservative 
fantasies. 

After oil, in on idealized market 
economy each worker would 
be paid exactly what he or she 
contributes to the economy 
by choosing to work, no more 
and no less. And this would be 
equally true for workers making 
$30,000 a year and executives 
making $30 million o year. There 
would be no reason to consider 
the contributions of the $30 mil¬ 
lion folks os deserving of special 
treatment. 

But, you soy, the rich pay tax¬ 
es! Indeed, they do. And they 
could - and should, from the 
point of view of the 99.9 percent 
- be paying substantially more 
in taxes, not offered even more 
tax breaks, despite the alleged 
budget crisis, because of the 
wonderful things they supposed¬ 
ly do. Still, don’t some of the very 
rich get that way by producing 
innovations that ore worth for 


more to the world than the in¬ 
come they receive? Sure, but 
if you look at who really mokes 
up the 0.1 percent, it’s hard to 
ovoid the conclusion that, by 
and large, the members of the 
super-elite ore overpaid, not un¬ 
derpaid, for what they do. 

For who are the 0.1 percent? 
Very few of them ore Steve 
Jobs-type innovators; most of 
them ore corporate bigwigs 
and financial wheeler-dealers. 
One recent analysis found that 
43 percent of the super-elite 
ore executives at nonfinonciol 
companies, 18 percent ore in 
finance and another 12 per¬ 
cent ore lawyers or in real es¬ 
tate. And these ore not, to put it 
mildly, professions in which there 
is a clear relationship between 
someone’s income and his eco¬ 
nomic contribution. 

Executive pay, which has sky¬ 
rocketed over the post genera¬ 
tion, is set by boards of directors 
appointed by the very people 
whose pay they determine; 
poorly performing CEOs still get 
lavish paychecks, and even 
failed and fired executives often 
receive millions os they go out 
the door. 

Meanwhile, the economic crisis 
showed that much of the ap¬ 
parent value created by mod¬ 
ern finance was a mirage. As 
the Bonk of England’s director 
for financial stability recently put 
it, seemingly high returns before 
the crisis simply reflected in¬ 
creased risk-taking - risk that was 
mostly borne not by the wheel¬ 
er-dealers themselves but either 
by naive investors or by taxpay¬ 
ers, who ended up holding the 
bog when it oil went wrong. And 
os he wospishly noted, “If risk¬ 
making were o value-adding 
activity, Russian roulette players 
would contribute disproportion¬ 
ately to global welfare.’’ 

So should the 99.9 percent hate 
the 0.1 percent? No, not at oil. 
But they should ignore all the 
propaganda about “job cre¬ 
ators’’ and demand that the su¬ 
per-elite pay substantially more 
in toxes.Q 
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Cameron Crowe, left and Eddie Vedder of Pearl Jam in the book “Pearl Jam Twenty,” in an undat¬ 
ed handout photo. “Pearl Jam Twenty,” a companion to Crowe’s recent documentary about the 
band, is one of a group of coffee-table books recommended for a holiday gift by Dwight Garner, 
a book critic for The New York Times. 

(Cameron Crowe via The New York Times) 


DWIGHT GARNER 
© 2011 New York Times 

This year's best gift book, 
for o crazy person you re¬ 
ally, really like - os opposed 
fo those people for whom 
you simply need fo pur¬ 
chase o safe, distinguished, 
booklike object - is almost 
certainly this one: “WHAT 
THE HELL ARE YOU DO¬ 
ING?: THE ESSENTIAL DAVID 
SHRIGLEY" (Norton, $35). 
It’s o funny, sick, morally 
stimulating mind-bender, 
the best bathroom book of 
the new decade. 

Shrigley is o British car¬ 
toonist, photographer 
and sculptor whose work 
appears regularly in The 
Guardian newspaper; it 
is also in the collections of 
the Museum of Modern Art 
and the Tate in London. His 
stuff blends the childlike 
crudity of outsider art with 
o literate and sinister wit, 
and is hard to synthesize in 
o few sentences. The nov¬ 
elist Will Self, in his introduc¬ 
tion to this book, gets close. 
He suggests about Shrigley: 
“His vision emerges from 
behind a palisade of pen- 
strokes, advances on tip¬ 
toe towards whimsy, then 
beats it insensible with o 
lump of wood.” 

The book's title comes 
from one of Shrigley’s slop¬ 
pily drown cartoons. In it o 
startled cow looks bock of 


the woman who is milking 
it and asks, os surely cows 
would if they could, “What 
the hell are you doing?” 
Cartoons like these ore 
mixed with photographs 
of things like headless toxi- 
dermied animals holding 
their own faces, o skull 
carved from o potato and 
a jumbo-size plastic buck¬ 
et hand-lettered with the 
word “antidepressants.” 
Whatever kind of runaway 
talent Shrigley is, I concur 
with Self, who declares: 
“You con coll this art if you 
like - but don’t expect me 
to like you.” The appeal of 
Lindsay McCrum's hand¬ 
some new book of pho¬ 
tographs, “CHICKS WITH 
GUNS” (Vendome, $45), 
would appear to be self- 
evident, but perhaps some 
will need convincing. Mc- 
Crum, a former landscape 
painter, crisscrossed the 
United States, photograph¬ 
ing female gun owners. The 
results ore here, in painterly 
images that neither glorify 
nor vilify their subjects. 
Some of the photos, of 
well-heeled and finely 
cheekboned women hold¬ 
ing shotguns, hunting rifles, 
pistols and other weapons, 
look os if they might hove 
first appeared in Town & 
Country or Garden & Gun. 
Others depict young wom¬ 
en with tattoos and defi- 


Pollon’s slim book “FOOD 
RULES: AN EATER’S MANU¬ 
AL” (Penguin Press, $23.95), 
this time with art by the sub¬ 
lime Moira Kalman. Pollan’s 
new introduction mentions 
o few un-PC food rules, for¬ 
warded to him by readers, 
that definitely did not moke 
the cut for this expanded 
edition. These include: 
“Eat Pringles only with diet 
soda”: “The French fries you 
pick off someone’s else’s 
plate carry no calories”; 
and “White bread is only 
good for picking up gloss or 
cleaning typewriter keys.” 
Beautiful in o similar way 
is Deborah Needlemon’s 
“PERFECTLY IMPERFECT 
HOME: HOW TO DECORATE 
& LIVE WELL” (Clarkson 
Potter, $30), with Kalmon- 
like illustrations by Virginia 
Johnson. Needlemon, the 
editor in chief of WSJ Mag- 


thon the major ones? 

Surely there’s someone in 
your life who’d be tickled 
that you thought of him or 
her when you caught sight 
of “THE PRACTICAL PYRO- 
MANIAC: BUILD FIRE TOR¬ 
NADOES, ONE-CANDLE- 
POWER ENGINES, GREAT 
BALLS OF FIRE, AND MORE 
INCENDIARY DEVICES,” by 
William Gurstelle (Chicago 
Review Press, $16.95). I’ve 
been on admirer of Gur¬ 
stelle's books for years: his 
“Backyard Ballistics” is o 
DIY classic. There's some 
Hunter S. Thompson in Gur¬ 
stelle. But be assured that 
he takes safety seriously, 
and you ore unlikely to be 
sued later for wrapping 
this up and putting it un¬ 
der your favorite pyromo- 
nioc’s Christmas tree. The 
most moving photograph I 
hove seen in many months 


C-3PO, left, and R2-D2, from “Star Wars,” the film series that is the subject of the book “Star Wars: 
The Blueprints,” in an undated handout photo. “Star Wars: The Blueprints” by J.W. Rinzier is one of a 
group of coffee-table books recommended for a holiday gift by Dwight Garner, a book critic for 
The New York Times. 

(Lucasfilm via The New York Times) 

ozine and the founding appears on Page 38 of "A 
editor of Domino mogo- HISTORY OF THE WORLD IN 


ont stares. A few verge on 
cheesecake. 

The book's text, culled from 
interviews with each sub¬ 
ject, is often worth attend¬ 
ing to. One young woman 
deposes about her Rem¬ 
ington 20-gauge: “There 
ore more luxurious shotguns 
out there, but the manual 
pump action has always 
mode me feel like Linda 
Hamilton in ‘Terminator 2.’” 
Small but lovely is on up¬ 
dated version of Michael 


zine, has o terrific eye and 
a dry sense of humor. This 
is a decorating book for 
how we live today, and it’s 
for the 99 percent os well 
os for the swells. Chapter 
titles include: “Places for 
Chatting,” “Cozificotions,” 
“A Bit of Quirk” and “Spots 
for Books, Drinks, & Feet.” 
This has the feel of o minor 
classic, and aren’t the mi¬ 
nor classics so often better 


100 OBJECTS" (Viking, $45), 
by Neil MacGregor, in con¬ 
junction with the British Mu¬ 
seum and BBC Radio 4. This 
is o beautiful and absorb¬ 
ing book, o visual history of 
humanity, and on Page 38 
you will find o photo of the 
Ain Sakhri lovers figurine, o 
stone sculpture that dotes 
from 9000 B.C. and was 
found of Wadi Khoreitoun, 
Judea, near Bethlehem. □ 


Gifts for the coffee fable: 


Books to behold, maybe even read 
















